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.Israel soldiers block evictee’s return 

•occupied JERUSALEM (R) — Israel agreed to take back a 
Palestinian from the occupie d territories expelled 22 years ago but soldiers 
' turned him away on Friday when he tried to come home. Israeli civil rights 
lawyer Lea Tzemet said Majed Zakameh, 55. won the right to return after 
a seven-year court batik mid would be the first Palestinian allowed by 
brad to return home after such a tong exile. But Mr. Zakaraeb was 
turned bade by soldiers when he tried to cross the bridge from Jordan to 
the occupied west Bank. Israeli security source said. The sources said the 
sobftcix had apparently not been told of the change in Mr. Zabarpeh's 
status and told him to come back Sunday. Israel Radio said he would be 
allowed to return to the West Bank Sunday. The army had no immediate 
comment. Twine! said Israel banished Mr. Zakaroeh in 1970 on suspicion 
of belonging to Fateh. “They had no reason to expel him," said Ms. 

Twtoel. 
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Libya said to renew Lockerbie offer 

TUNIS (R) — Libya has renewed an offer to permit inal of suspect* in the 
Lockerbie jet bombing but still insists they be tried outside the United 
States or Britain, a Libyan official slid Friday. "There is new vision and 
there is an offer ... they tthc United States) have not yet responded." 
Bclgacem At Zwai. Libya's ambassador to Morocco and one of Libyan 
leader Colonel Muammar Qadhafi's closest aides, told reporters in Tunis. 
Asked whether the offer reiterates Libya's ofTcr lor a trial abroad, he said: 
“Yes. (a trial) in Europe, in any country in the world, except in the United 
Slates and Britain." The United States and Britain have insisted that 
Libya hand Over to them the suspects in the I9SK bombing of the Pan Am 
jumbo jet over Lockerbie. Scotland. Libya's latest offer, made to the new 
U.S. administration, was transmitted by Libya’s Foreign Affairs Minister 
Omar Mustafa Ai Montasser through Belgium earlier in FcbruafV- 
Belgian Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Ministry Willy Ches said last 
week he will carry a Libyan message to U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher when they meet in Washington on Feh. lb. 
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. rown Prince 
. *ves for Europe 

. ' WMAN (Petra) — Their Royal 
. ighnesses Crown Prince Hassan 
■ idPrincess'Sarvath left Amman 
riday on working visits to France 
2 f Vuu id Italy expected to last several 
. . II 6 They were seen off by 
Dlr th prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
iaker and senior government 
ffidaJs as well as the ambassa- 
. are of Fiance, Italy and the 
'tailed Kingdom m Amman. 

: ienvenuto named 
tal/s Socialist leader 

- .OME (R) -r Former trade uri- 
in leader Giorgio Benvenuto 
-as elected head of Italy’s gov- 

• ming Socialist Party Friday to 
" "-place Bettino Craxi, who res- 
'. : med over a bribery scandal, 
INSA news agency said. Mr. 
lenvenuto, who enjoyed the 
- ' acting of the party leadership. 

" efeated Deputy Foreign Minis- 
. ,. ;r Valdo Spini in a secret ballot 
• t the party's mini-parliament. 
•4r. Craxi, a former prime minis- 
:r. stepped down Thursday after 
lore than 16 years as party 
e.: ectetary. 

Ccm ^IC hails U.S. 

- ilan on Bosnia 

- EDDAH (AP) — The Organisat- 
ion of Islamic Conference <C>IC) 

- ■ riday welcomed U.S. President 
till Clinton's initiative on the 
.mbattled former Yugoslav re- 
ublic of Boania-Henegovjna. 
The OIC welcomes this timely 
litiative of the Clinton adminis- 

. .ration which improves the pros- 
ects of a negotiated settlement 
't Bosnia -Herzegovina,” the 
.roup's secretary general, Hamid 
ti Gabid, said in a statement, 
lie 51-member OIC has been a , 
. ey supporter of Bostiia’flFMttSr : 
’ ms faring a Serbian onslaught. 

' lie U.S. initiative foils short of 
xempting Bosnia from an aims 
_ mbargo as sought by Bosnia's 
^adership. However, the plan 
_omprised "highly positive and 
' ' :T ncouraging elements,” Mr. 
Jabid said (see page 8). 

n * Dongo frees Libyan 
leld over bombing 

'e 

IRAZZAVILLE (R) — Congo 
' as released a Libyan held for the 
•ast week in connection with the 
■lowing up of a French airliner in 
989, police sources said Friday. 

' Tiey said Mohammad Email was 
. et free Thursday and was ex- 
pected to fly bo Libya as soon as 
. ossible. He was arrested last 
/eek when the French judge in- 
estigating the bombing in which 
70 people died, Jean-Louis Bru- 
uiere, was visiting Brazzaville. 

>erbs and Croats 
igree to U.N. talks 

INITED NATIONS (R) — In- 
rrnational mediator Lord Owen 
iid Friday that talks between the 
.---roatian government and Serbs 
■ould begin at the United Na- 
ons next week in an effort to 
fnew a peace agreement blown 
<^*•*1 part in recent noting. He said 
*he Croatian enclave 
i : * Kra J‘ na who had earlier 

oyconed such negotiations had 
091 a 8 I ®ed to attend peace talks 
l Nations in New 

or k. "The Serbian authorities 
"“J 1 ' “e Krajina are coming here 
n Monday and ready to work on 
uesday " he said. Croatia's De- 
:nce Minister Gojko Susak 
x>ke to Lord Owen and Cyrus 
■ ahce * co-chairman of a confer- 
tce on the former Yugoslavia. 

?. "*®k. But Mr. Owen said 
jtial discussions would be with 
r °atian Serbs alone. The 
-. roai * a meetings, he said, would 
P^sltel to talks on Bosnia- 
ereegovitta which are expected 
in the middle of next 
** after new U.S. envoy Reg- 
«d Bartholomew arrives in 
-*w York (See related story on 
8 * 8 ). 
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Palestinians seek 
U.N. formula to 
restart bilaterals 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Palestinians looked Friday for an 
acceptable formula from the Un- 
ited Nations to overcome the 
crisis with Israel over expulsions 
and to get back to the peace 
table. 

“We have to create the condi- 
tions that would enable us to 
participate,'' Palestinian spokes- 
woman Hanan Ashrawi said. “As 
of now, we cannot.” 

She backed away from the ear- 
lier Palestinian demand that all 
400 exiles be repatriated im- 
mediately. -“We will be willing to 
deal with whatever the Security 
Council decides,” she said. 

Significantly, Ashrawi gave 
credit to Israel'for submitting a 
statement on the dispute to the 
Security Council. 

“It is a precedent." she said at 
a press breakfast. “It begins to 
address the issue.” 

Israel is “working more con- 
structively" with the council, she 
said, but the time-frame for de- 
paniation of the Palestinians now 
living in tents in Lebanon and the 
fact the United States struck a 
separate deal with Israel “remain 
obstacles.” 

She insisted on “a reasonable 
time frame" from the United 
Nations for the exiles' return 
from Lebanon, not one set by the 
United States and Israel alone. 


Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher worked out an agree- 
ment last week with Israel to 
repatriate alt the exiled Palesti- 
nians by the end of the year and 
100 of them right away. 

Dr. Ashrawi complained that 
the deal was arranged “behind 
our backs to get Israel off the 
hook.” 

“We said this very directly" in 
meetings with State Department 
and White House officials, she 
said. 

But her main message 
apparently was one of comprom- 
ise as Mr. Christopher prepares 
for a trip to the Middle East next 
week to try to get suspended, 
peace talks restarted in April. 

Israel also is working on a 
solution. Besides its statement to 
the United Nations outlining the 
agreement. Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres met Thursday with 
Secretary General Boutros Ghali 
and Council President Ahmad 
Snoussi of Morocco. 

Asked if the Palestinians were 
demanding the immediate return 
of all the Palestinians, who were 
expelled Dec. 17 on suspicions of 
fomenting violence against Israel, 
Ashrawi replied: “No. That's not 
what I am saying." 

(Continued on page 5) 


Evictees urge Christopher, 
to help their return home 


MARJ AL ZOfHOUR, Lebanon 
(Agencies) — A Palestinian 
clergyman expelled by the Israeli 
authorities with about 400 others 
urged U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher Friday to 
help them return home. 

Sheikh Ahmad Bahor provided 
the sermon after Friday prayers, 
which the expellees performed in 
the rain near their tents in south- 
east Lebanon where they have 
camped since their Dec. 17 expul- 
sion from the occupied territor- 
ies. 

He asked Mr. Christopher to 
“adopt a clear stand on our plight 
— a stand that keeps America 
under the umbrella of the U.N. 
Security Council, a stand that 
supports our return home in line 
with Resolution 799." 

Mr. Christopher is to launch a 
Middle East tour Wednesday to 
discuss with Arab and Israeli 
leaders the resumption of the 
U.S. sponsored Middle East 
peace talks. 

The expellees have urged 
Arabs to boycott the talks until 
Israel allows them to return to the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza in 
line with Resolution 799. 

In Beirut. Foreign Minister 
Faris Bouez discussed prospects 
of the peace talks with U.S. 
Ambassador Ryan Crocker. 

Asked whether Mr. Christ- 
opher would visit Lebanon, Mr. 


Bouez said: “Ambassador Crock- 
er did not inform me of anything 
related to Secretary Christopher's 
visit to Lebanon. If he visited us 
we would welcome him, if he 
didn't, we would excuse him.” 
He refused to elaborate. 

Mr. Crocker refused to talk to 
reporters after the 75-minute 
meeting. 

The spokesman for the exiled 
Palestinians, Dr. Abdul Aziz 
Rantisi of Gaza, was asked if they 
would invite Mr. Christopher to 
visit their tent camp in the snowy, 
barren hills near Israel's self- 
declared “security zone." 

“We say welcome to Mr. 
Christopher," Dr. Rantisi said, 
“but he has to have the intention 
to visit our camp. We are not in 
onr homeland to invite people to 
visit us." 

Dr. Rantisi said reported 
efforts by the U.N. Security 
Council to work out a comprom- 
ise on the evictees’ issue by 
accepting Israel's offer to repatri- 
ate 101 of them and speed up the 
return of the rest was a "positive 
step.” 

“Such a compromise should be 
followed by fast steps to repatri- 
ate all the (expellees). The issue 
is in the hands of the Security 
Council,” he said. 

A sadden rain forced the expel- 
lees to seek shelter in their tents, 
(Contained on page 5) 



2 Israeli soldiers 
wounded in Gazs 


A Palestinian woman with her children gestures towards her Gaza Strip house flattened by Israeli 
soldiers late Thursday (AFP photo) 


KHAN YOUNIS, occupied 
Gaza (Agency) — Unknown 
assailants firing from a car 
wounded two Israeli soldiers in 
the occupied Gaza Strip Friday. 
Israeli army officials said. 

A leaflet distributed in Gaza 
said the attacks were carried out 
by the lzzcddin AI Qas&am milit- 
ary wing of the Islamic Resistance 
Movement Hamas. 

Qassam's killing of five soldiers 
in December provoked Israel's 
expulsion of 415 Palestinians to 
Lebanon. Israel acknowledged 
that none of those expelled con- 
ducted the attacks but said the 
expulsions undermined the 
Hamas infrastructure. 

The first attack on Friday took 
place at 8 a.m. (0600 GMT) in 


Gaza City when men in a car shot 
at a reserve soldier driving a 
private vehicle. The soldier was 
hit in the chest and taken to 
hospital in Israel. 

TTie assailants apparently con- 
tinued north towards Israel! firing 
at an army jeep, a soldier was 
lightly wounded. He fired back 
but the attackers escaped. 

Army officials said an ammuni- 
tion clip from an M-16 automatic 
rifle found near the site of the 
second attack had a Hamas slo- 
gan written on it. 

The army said Thursday it de- 
tained 14 Palestinians, including 
four alleged Qassam members, in 
an operation in Khan Younis. A 

(Continued on page 2) 


Charges filed against 
Lufthansa hij acker 


JPA, non-JPA journalists welcome 
move to amend draft law clause 


NEW YORK (AP) — The Ethio- 
pian student who hijacked a 
Lufthansa airtiner to New York 
with 104 people aboard 
threatened to kill one flight atten- 
dant every five minutes during a 
refuelling stop in Germany, court 
papers filed Friday said. 

A Federal Bureau of Immigra- 
tions (FBI) complaint filed before 
the scheduled arraignment of 
Nebiu Zewolde Demeke. 20, also 
said the suspect bad confessed to 
the hijacking (see page 8). De- 
meke was charged with air piracy, 
which carries a jail term of 20 
years to life. 

Mr. Demeke said he hijacked 
the plane because "he had a 
number of personal and family 
problems which required his pre- 
sence in the United States,” the 
complaint said. 

Mr. Demeke, an Ethiopian stu- 
dent living in Morocco, made two 


Britons’ 
families 
return home 


demands: That the plane be 
flown to New York and that he 
receive political asylum. Assis- 
tant U.S. Attorney Thomas 
Roche said. Initial reports that 
Demeke also demanded the Un- 
ited States intervene in Bosnia 
were false, Mr. Roche said. 

Flight 592 had taken off from 
Frankfurt. Germany, for Cairo. 
Egypt, and Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia, when the hijacker 
stormed into the cockpit, pointed 
a gun at the pilot and said, “If 
you do not turn West. I'll shoot 
you." recalled the pilot, Gerhard 
Goedel. 

In the tense hours that fol- 
lowed the takeover, the hijacker 
also threatened several passen- 
gers, and the captain struck a deal 
with him. “I said that if he would 
give me the gun. I would give him 

(Continued on page 8) 


By Ayman AI Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordan Press 
Association (JPA) and non-JPA 
member journalists have received 
with satisfaction the decision of 
the Upper House of Parliament 
(Senate) to abolish a clause on 
definition of journalists in the 
draft press and publication law. 

Both groups, however, have 
different reasons for celebrating 
the Senate's decision; the fight 
between them is still not over, 
and the final version of the con- 
troversial draft legislation is far 
from certain. 

In its session on Thursday, the 
40-member senate overruled its 
Judiciary Committee — which re- 
commended that' .recognition 
should not be restricted only to 
JPA members — deciding instead 


to delete a clause in article 2 of 
the draft on the definition of 
journalists. 

The Lower House of Parlia- 
ment had restricted recognition 
of journalists to members of the 
JPA while the Senate's Judiciary 
Committee proposed that “those 
who take journalism as profes- 
sion" be also acknowleged as 
journalist. 

In Thursday's session, the Sen- 
ate also referred back to the 
Judiciary Committee article 6 
item(d) of the law. As originally 
passed by the Lower House, the 
article forces journalists to reveal 
their sources of information to 
the judiciary. The Senate's 
Judiciary Committee, however, 
proposed that journalists be 
forced to divulge their sources 
only during trial in criminal cases. 

The Senate asked the commit- 


tee to amend the article tu re- 
quire divulgcnce of sources on 
issues related to national security, 
criminal cases and the “attain- 
ment of justice," issues that sur- 
faced during senators' extended 
debate Thursday. 

A member of the board of the 
JPA said the association was hap- 
py with the Senate's decision 
because it reversed the House's 
version, which, he said, would 
have marginalised the role of the 
assocaiion. 

The deletion of the clause, said 
the JPA member who asked not 
to be named, means that the JPA 
temporary law of 1983 governs 
the profession and that the JPA 
would continue to regulate and 
protect the profession. 

A member of a committee for 

(Continued on page 5) 


■ AMMAN (AP) - Grim-looking mi 

relatives of two Britons impris- ..| WRS ^ 
oned in Iraq left Jordan for home Frenchman 
Friday after foiling to negotiate ^ 

the release of their loved ones, inodes y 
In Iraq, the families visited French, Bri 
Paul Ride and Michael Wain- man expert 
wright, imprisoned in Abu “This wa 
Ghraib prison for illegally enter- there was r 
ing Iraq. wait for u* 

Mr. Wainwright's mother. Iris, treatment a 
and his sister. Heather Horne, airport, 60 
travelled with Mr. Ride's wife Baghdad. 
Julie and their 23-month old son The te: 
William during the week-long Bahrain, th 
visit to try to win the release of ters of the 1 
the two men. sion that i< 

But Baghdad has spurned re- txoying Lrac 
quests to release the prisoners' destruction, 
and reiterated demands that Lon- “This wa 
don must unfreeze millions of spent some 
dollars of Iraqi assets before Mr. bus. waiting 
Wainwright and Mr. Ride are have visas,' 
freed. after arrivim 


U.N. team finds Iraqis indifferent Afghan 

BAGHDAD (Agencies) The "This is different treatment “My mission is to inspect some s* j-ri 1 1 Ct C 

leader of a team of U.N. inspec- than before... this was quite diffe- previous sites we have already |»Uvl 1 llluO 
tors complained that they were rent," said Mr. Palanque. who is been to... all the sites we are . - j 

treated with indifference Friday on his eighth visit to Iraq. going to inspect are ballistic mis- nOTTinPirfl 
when they arrived to investigate There was indifference, but no sile related," said Mr. Palanque. L/UlllL/Cil 'Ul 
whether Iraq had any clandestine Iraqi obstacle. c _;j K _ c . 

SS'hil'SSS un ” er U.N. sup2rvta!on 151 ofTs aiTOV DOStS 

1 was little bit surprised, said aal commission chief Rolf Ekeus. K an n«i th-iim J i 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — The 
leader of a team of U.N. inspec- 
tors complained that they were 
treated with indifference Friday 
when they arrived to investigate 
whether Iraq had any clandestine 
ballistic missile capability left. 

“I was little bit surprised,” said 
Frenchman Patrice Palanque, 
[eading the 13-member team that 
includes American, Russian, 
French. British, Italian and Ger- 
man experts. 

“This was the first time that 
there was nobody over there to 
wait for us," he said of Iraqi 
treatment at Habbaniya military 
airport, 60 kilometres west of 
Baghdad. 

The team arrived from 
Bahrain, the regional headquar- 
ters of the U.N. special commis- 
sion that is charged with des- 
troying Iraq’s weapons of mass 


“This was the first time we 
spent some time waiting for our 
bus. waiting for a long time to 
have visas,” he told reporters 
after arriving in a Baghdad hotel. 


“This is different treatment 
than before... this was quite diffe- 
rent,” said Mr. Palanque. who is 
on his eighth visit to Iraq. 

There was indifference, but no 
Iraqi obstacle. 

Pierce Corden. deputy to spe- 
cial commission chief Rolf Ekeus. 
also arrived Friday. Mr. Corden. 
an American, is to review the 
commission’s operations in Iraq. 

Mr. Pa 1 an q ue’s team is the 50th 
to come ot Iraq since the Gulf 
war. 

“We are not going to plan any 
meeting with the Iraqis... we 
intend to investigate sites again,” 
the Frenchman said of the team's 
work plan. 

“I don’t think anything, I am 
just looking for facts,” he said 
when asked if he thought Iraq 
was hiding missiles. “Right now 1 
am not going to give you.... my 
feeling about that.” 

U.N. resolutions oblige Iraq to 
scrap missiles with a range grea- 
ter than 150 kilometres along 
with the means of their produc- 
tion. 


“My mission is to inspect some 
previous sites we have already 
been to... all the sites we are 
going to inspect are ballistic mis- 
sile related." said Mr. Palanque. 

He said Iraq has destroyed 
under U.N. supervision 151 of its 
banned missiles. The U.N. has 
also verified Iraqi claims that it 
had unilaterally scrapped hun- 
dreds more missiles, launch vehi- 
cles and other munitions. 

Mr. Palanque also said the 
team may ask questions about 
Iraq’s supply network to try to 
find out who supplied compo- 
nents and material to Baghdad. 

Iraq told U.N. inspector Nikita 
Smidovitch in a visit that ended 
on Jan. 29 that it would be 
prepared to consider favourably 
requests for information on pro- 
curement. 

Baghdad, seeking to break out 
of international isolation since 
the Clinton administration took 
power, has intensified efforts to 
show that it has fully complied 
with the ceasefire demands. 


Bakers seek top-level intervention in 
price dispute before protest action 




By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Bakery owners in 
Jordan have served notice that 
they would launch a protest ac- 
tion against what they describe as 
an unjust increase in the price of 
government-subsidised flour, but 

are reserving a final decision on 
the outcome of a meeting they 
are seeking with Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker. 

"We remain very much hope- 
ful. that we could work out a 
solution with the prime minis- 
ter,” said Abed Ilah AI Hamawi, 
president of the Association of 
Bakery Owners in Jordan. 

The bakers also decided to 
send telegrams to His Majesty 
King Hussein and His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
"to inform them of the situation 
and appeal to them for help," 
Mr. Hamawi said. 

Mr. Hamawi was speaking af- 
ter a four-meeting of the general 
assembly of the association at the 


Chamber of Industry, attended 
by about 900 of its 1 .200 members 
and representatives of the gov- 
ernor of Amman, the Chamber of 
Industry, The Chamber of Com- 
merce and the Consumer Protec- 
tion Society. 

The dispute arose from an ob- 
vious government move to deflect 
the impact of reduction of subsidy 
away from the consumer to the 
profit-making commercial sector. 

The bakers argue that the re- 
cently government-announced in- 
crease in the price of flour is 
higher than the parallel hike in 
the price of bread; in essence the 
impact of the reduction of subsidy 
will be borne mostly by the 
bakeries since the prices of bread 
cannot exceed a government-set 
ceiling. 

The reduction and gradual eli- 
mination of subsidies is in line 
with the Kingdom's economic 
restructuring programme. 

The obvious move to let the 
bakeries carry (he major part of 
the consequent high price comes 


in implementation of the govern- 
ment’s efforts to avert a big hike 
of the price that the consumer has 
to pay. 

"We are not opposing the re- 
duction of subsidies or the result- 
ing increase in the price of 
bread." Mr. Hamawi said. "We 
are rejecting the imposition of 
higher prices for flour and the 
resulting reduction of our profit 
margins at a time when we 
already are suffering from high 
expenses.” 

A centre-piece of the bakers' 
argument is that they have been 
calling on the government in the 
past three years to allow them a 
higher margin of profit in view of 
what Mr. Hamawi described as 
“dramatic increases in the cost of 
production.” 

The bakeries also say that a 
one-hour extension of their work- 
ing hours, as stipulated in the 
latest Ministry of Supply decision 
to raise prices, would further 
erode their profitability since it 
would mean higher pay for their 



Bakers meet at the Chamber of Industry Friday (photo by Yousef A l ’Allan) 


employees. 

Speeches made during Friday's- 
meeting include outright calls for 
an immediate protest action to 
appeals for efforts to find a com- 
mon ground with the govern- 
ment. 

The meeting rejected a media- 
tion committee's proposal under 
which bakeries would receive 
JDI per tonne for tonne as a 
processing subsidy. 

' “The meeting, which was 
attended by representatives of 
bakeries from all over Jordan, 


decided that the JDI support was 
not enough,” said Mr. Hamawi. 
adding tfiat the decision to seek a 
meeting with Sharif Zeid was a 
“compromise solution between 
calls for strikes and for moderate 
action through constructive dia- 
logue with the authorities.” 

At the same time, he said, the 
association reserved the right to 
launch a protest action if its grie- 
vances were not addressed in 28 
days from Friday. 

The planned protest action will 
be in the form of refusal to take 


delivery of flour from govern- 
ment warehouses — meaning that 
no bakeries except those ran by 
the government would be operat- 
ing in the Kingdom — he said. 

According to association offi- 
cials, 1,246 bakeries are reg- 
istered members of the associa- 
tion, and around 300 are not. 

“While we believe that the 
protest action is our legal right 
under the democratisation that 

(Continued qu page 5) > 


KABUL <R) — Dissident 
Afghan guerrillas exchanged 
fierce volleys of rocket and artil- 
lery fire with government troops 
on Friday, forcing residents to 
flee to safer areas of the shell- 
shattered capital Kabul. 

Fighters of the Hezb-e-IsIami 
parry of fundamentalist leader 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar fired vol- 
leys of rockets, sometimes at 
one-minute intervals, at a hill in 
southwestern Kabul held by gov- 
ernment troops. 

“Hezb-e-lslami started the 
fighting." a government com- 
mander said. “We are returning 
fire.” 

One hospital in the centre of 
the city reported 12 dead ami 47 
injured, most with shrapnel 
wounds. “The hospital is totally 
full and we have had to put two 
patients in one bed/ - a nurse 
said. A body wrapped in blankets 
lay on a rack outside. 

On the 25th day of fighting, 
dozens of rockets screamed over 
the city in blistering exchanges 
between the two sides, slamming 
into Sher Darwaza Hill or falling 
short of their targets and explod- 
ing in -homes. 

Terrified residents fled into the 
central Wazir Akbar Khan area 
to try to escape the onslaught 
despite the indiscriminate rocket* 
fire around them. 

“The rockets were so many 
that 1 took my family and left our 
home to come here.” said one', 
elderly man pushing a barrow- 
load of possessions through the 
almost deserted streets of Wazir 
Akbar Khan. “I think it is safer 
here.” 

Hundreds of people have been 
killed and more than 4,000 in- 
jured in the fighting between the 
government and Mr. Hekmatyar 
and his Shiite Hezb-e-Wahdat 
allies, who are trying to unseat 
President Burhanuddin Rabbani. 

“The United Nations should be 
invofved,” said one Kabul man 
outside the hospital. “The Mu- 
jahedeen can't sort out their own 

(Contained on page 5) 
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UNRWA voices alarm 
over situation in Gaza 


VIENNA — United Nations Re- 
lief and Works Agency (UN- 
RWA) Commissioner-General li- 
ter Turkmen Friday expressed 
concern over the 'situation of 
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip as a 
result of the deteriorating secur- 
ity and economic situation. “The 
worsening situation in the Gaza 
Strip over the last three months is 
cause for grave anxiety." he said 
from UNRWA headquarters in 
Vienna, 

In the Gaza Strip town of Khan 
Yunis Thursday Israeli forces 
used explosives and anti-tank 
rockets, destroying or damaging 
16 houses in a search for wanted 
persons: 26 families consisting of 
179 members were affected by 
the operation. The number of 
homes destroyed and heavily 
damaged as a result of Israel's 
policy of using anti-tank rockets 
during searches for wanted 
Palestinians has greatly increased 
in recent months. Since Dec. 1. 
there have been 11 such opera- 
tions. which have destroyed or 
heavily damaged 68 homes, a 
UNRWA press release said. 

Over the last few months, there 
have been more deaths and in- 
juries than at any time in nearly 


three years. Since Dec. 1. 1992, 
13 children under the age of 16 
have been killed by security 
forces and over 250 injured by 
live ammunition. With the in- 
crease in deaths and casualties in 
the Gaza Snip in recent months, 
UNRWA emergency medical ser- 
vices — particularly ambulances 
and emergency clinics — have 
treated over 1.000 persons in- 
jured in dashes with security 
forces. Fatalities in December*, 
during which 17 persons were 
killed, were the highest since May 
1990. Eight Palestinians have 
been killed by security forces so 
far this month, two under the age 
of 16. In mid-December, 167 
Palestinians from Gaza were ex- 
pelled. 

The worsening of the security 
situation has been compounded 
by Gaza's deteriorating economy. 
In December 1992. Gaza's fragile 
economy suffered when the 
Israeli authorities sealed off the 
Gaza Strip and imposed extensive 
round-the-clock curfews. UN- 
RWA has estimated that losses in 
wages alone amounted to about 
US$ 25 million. About 40 per 
cent of Gaza's workforce is with- 
out regular employment the 
worst job situation in decades. 


Iran will have nuclear 
bomb by ’ 99 — Maariv 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A leading 
Israeli newspaper wrote Friday 
that Iran posed the most serious 
threat to Israel’s “security’’ and 
quoted experts as saying Tehran 
would have an atomic bomb by 
1999. 

The Maariv daily said Iran was 
pouring billions of dollars a year 
into rearming itself following its 
defeat in the Iran-lraq war. 

The newspaper said Iran was 
buying from several countries, 
including China, Russia. North 
Korea and Switzerland. 

Oded-Ben-Ami, spokesman 
for the Israeli defence ministry, 
said Friday he could not confirm 
whether Iran would have a nuc- 
lear bomb within six years, but 
said: "We know the Iranian nuc- 
lear capability poses a big threat 
and a great danger.” 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
who is also defence minister, 
raised Israeli concerns repeatedly 
in recent meetings with foreign 
visitors, including talks this week 
with visiting U.S. senators. Mr. 
Ben-Ami said. 

The Iranian government denies 
it is building a nuclear arms capa- 
bility. 

Maariv militarv writer Yaacov 


Erez said Syria and Iraq were no 
longer Israel's m3in threat, de- 
spite their strong armies. “The 
threat to our existence is sprout- 
ing in Iran.” he said. 

Mr. Erez quoted London milit- 
ary strategists as estimating the 
Iranians are spending up to $30 
billion on a five-year armament 
programme. 

Of particular concern is a deal 
being negotiated by Iran with 
North Korea to purchase ballistic 
missiles with a range of 1.300 
kilometres, which could be ripped 
with a nuclear or chemical war- 
head, Maariv reported. 

Iran has also been involved in 
purchasing four atomic reactors, 
two from Russia and two from 
China. Maariv wrote. 

“The Iranians are investing bil- 
lions in developing an infrastruc- 
ture for creating material for nuc- 
lear weapons,” Daniel Leshem, 
an arms expert who used to work 
for Israeli militaiy intelligence, 
was quoted as saying by Maariv. 

Mr. Leshem said some of the 
nuclear technology was being 
used for civilian purposes such as 
generating electricity, but added 
that "by 1999 they will have a 
bomb." 


Kidnapped 
Canadian 
released 
in Yemen 

SANAA (AP) — A Canadian 
man was released Thursday after 
being held hostage 19 days by 
Yemeni tribesmen in a land dis- 
pute with the government, offi- 
cials said. 

A Canadian envoy early Friday 
confirmed that Mike Schmitz, an 
employee of Sterling Air Ser- 
vices, had been freed. 

An aide to Abdullah A1 
Ah mar, a government official 
who had negotiated for a release, 
said Mr. Schmitz had arrived in 
Sanaa about 12:30 a.m. (2130 
GMT) Friday. 

Earlier. Mr. Ahmar, a member 
of the Yemeni advisory council, 
travelled to Dhamar province ab- 
out 100 kilometres south of Sanaa 
to talk with the A1 Habar tribe, 
which abducted Mr. Schmitz Jan. 
24. 

The German-born Schmitz, 
whose parents live in Edmonton, 
Alberta, was kidnapped as he was 
returning from a trip to the south- 
ern port city of Aden and was 
held in a valley in the moun- 
tainouse Dhamar region. 

Officials said the A1 Habar 
were using Mr. Schmitz in a 
dispute over government- 
confiscated land, in which a mem- 
ber of the tribe was killed and a 
police post seized by the tribe. 
Mr. Ahmar had previously re- 
fused to go to negotiate unless the 
tribe relinquished the police post. 

Canada's government had 
rushed its vice consul from Saudi 
Arabia. Vicken Koundakjian. to 
follow the developments, along 
with the British embassy, which 
represents Ottawa’s interests in 
Yemen. 

Mr. Koundakjian said early 
Friday that Mr. Schmitz had been 
freed and went to visit him at an 
undisclosed location. 

Foreigners have been easy prey 
to the lawlessness in this country 
of 14 million. 

Last year, Yemenis seized 
seven people including George 
Slaughter, an American execu- 
tive of the Hunt Oil Company, as 
they were being bused to an oil 
field helicopter base. 

The kidnappers then sought 
the release of an imprisoned 
man. The authorities succeeded 
in freeing the people after about 
eight hours, but details of how 
this was accomplished were never 
revealed. 

Political violence, including 
assassination attempts and bomb 
blasts aimed at rival politicians, 
also has been commonplace since 
the May 1990 merger of conserva- 
tive North Yemen with Marxist 
South Yemen. 



MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN 


1 Destroyed homes: Palestinian women cry at the 
ruins on the ground floor of a buOding flattened by 


rockets fired' by Israeli soldiers Thursday night 
(AFP) ' 


2 Israeli soldiers wounded in Gaza 


(Continued from page 1) 

colonel told Israel Radio two 
were “men of high importance." 

Palestinians said those arrested 
were “small fry”. Then said the 
army destroyed up to 20 homes 
with rockets and explosives dur- 
ing Thursday's operation in an act 
of collective punishment that left 
35 families homeless. 

Palestinians said the army op- 
eration in Khan Younis was the 
largest in the last six months. 
Troops imposed a curfew on the 


town before dawn and ordered 
families in the Ai Amal neigh- 
bourhood to leave their homes. . 

Soldiers then herded the men 
aged 15 to 50 into a nearby garage 
and blindfolded and bound them 
before troops fired rockets at the 
evacuated houses. 

Tension has run high in Gaza 
ever since Israel expelled 415 
Palestinians to Lebanon in De- 
cember. More than 40. Arabs 
have since been killed by the 
army in a sharp escalation in the 


number of deaths. 

Unknown assailants have kflied 
three Israelis in Gaza during die 
period. 

On Tuesday an Israeli mer- 
chant who went there to buy 
produce was shot dead. On Jan. 30 
guerrillas killed two soldiers in an 
ambush. 

Palestinians, although saying 
they * want to continue Middle 
East peace talks, have refused to 
resume negotiations until the 
evictees are returned 


Iranian revolution takes 
back seat to economic woes 



By Nefl MacFarquhar 

The Associated Press 

TEHRAN — “God is great'' 
rang across the night sky 
Wednesday as Iranians 
gathered under a shower of 
fireworks to mark the final 24 
hours of celebrations for the 
I4fh anniversary of the Islamic 
revolution. 

But the Islamic Republic' 
born in Feburary 1979 when 
Ayatollah Ruholiah Khomeini 
toppled the Shah is troubled. 

To the outside world, the 
militant Khomeini presented 
defiant independence. But the 
fight over his legacy has 
brought Iran economic woe. 
mismanagement and shaky 
foreign relations. 

The shadowy alliances of 
the clergymen that are Ayatollah 
Khomeini's heirs fight over how to 
ii.aintain the religious 
and cultural guidelines he 
established while freeing the 
economy from state control. 

Like Eastern Europe, the 
broad consensus for change is 
stalled by fighting over the 
speed and fears about social 
unrest. 

Economic problems domin- 
ate all discussions in Iran, 
where both inflation and un- 
employment are running over 
20 per cent. 

“The Islamic system has to 
show that it can provide a 
decent standard of living," 
President Hashemi Rafsanjani 
said at a Friday sermon mid- 
way through' the 10-day 
celebrations. 

Considering the total lack of 
investment and heavy devasta- 
tion during the 1980-88 war 
with Iraq, achieving such a 
standard could take at least a 
decade. Mr. Rafsanjani said. 

The contrast between the 
surface bravado of the celebra- 
tions and the grim undertow nf 
daily life was underscored by a 
mid-air collision Monday that 
killed 132 people. 

The government-controlled 
media almost ignored the dis- 


aster and instead trumpeted 
the revolution. 

The opposition press lashed 
the government for allowing 
transportation to decay to the 
point that a passenger plane 
could collide with an air force 
jet outside the capital's main 
airport. 

Government officials said 
nothing about reports in sever- 
al papers that the Russian- 
pilots of the leased Tupolev 
passenger plane spoke .little 
English and probably mis- 
understood the flight path 
assigned by the control tower. 

But the black box that might 
reveal what happened had to 
be shipped to Russia to be 
deciphered, they said. 

. Letters to the editor called 
for government resignations, 
while others said the control- 
tower employees were paid so 
little that they had to moon- 
light driving taxis.. 

“Mismanagement .is the 
most important problem we 
have in the country right now," 
said businessman Khosrow 
Sodne. 

Change is coming much 
slower than people hoped after 
the defeat of the hardliners 
who supported a centralised 
economy in last • April's par- 
liamentary elections. 

Big wins by influential mer- 
chants were expected to bring 
new prosperity by lending in- 
vestor confidence to ' foreign 
firms and Iranians living 
abroad. 

It has not happened. In- 
stead. Iran went on a $30 
billion shopping binge for con- 
sumer products that damaged 
its international credit rating. 

Businessmen report that 
economic activity has been 
dead for almost six months as 
they wait to see if the govern- 
ment will implement a realistic 
dollar-rial exchange rate. 

However, due to economic 
riots in some cities earlier this 
year, some fear that new rates 
will hike the cost of basic goods 
50 per cent and spark mass 


unrest. . 

• Mr. Rafsanjani’s govern- 
ment has promised to protect 
subsidies for basic foodstuffs, 
and he may delay other dfffi- 
cult changes until after pres- 
idential elections in June. 

Intellectuals complain that 
possible unrest undermines 
changes towards real freedom 
. for political parties, unions, 

: . women or speech. . - • 

i. "It will take another 20- 
’ years for complete freedom of 
expression." said Kiyoumars 
Saderi, editor of the satiric 
weekly Gholaga. 

In foreign policy, Iran wants 
to be the hub of an Islamic bloc 
strong enough to fend off any 
challenges from the United 
States and the West. 

Tehran denies frequent 
charges from Washington and 
elsewhere that it seeks -to ex- 
port Muslim fundamentalism 
and develop a massive arsenal, 
including nuclear weapons. 

Mr. Rafsanjani refuted 
claims Wednesday that Iran 
engages in terrorism, and said 
that Iran’s arms purchases are 
for defensive • purposes only. 

But -the fact that bad rela- 
tions couJd retard economic 
growth provokes world-be- 
damned rhetoric from senior 
clergy and their grassroots sup- 
porters. 

“We didn't rebel and have a 
revolution to fill our stomachs. 
We did -it for Islam," said a 
34- year-old housewife Fatima 
Nadayi. 

There is no sign of resuming 
ties with the United States, 
severed after Iranian militants 
seized the U.S. embassy in 
Tehran in November 1979 and 
held 52 hostages 444 days. 

Mr. Itafsanjani is having dif- 
ficulty ending his country’s 
isolation with other Western 
powers and Arab states. 

The Clinton administration ' 
has meanwhile sent a letter of 
support to the Mujahedeen-e- 
Khalq opposition, widely 
hated here for fighting' with 
Iraq during the war. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 


PROGRAMME TWO 


18:00 Lei Awniuro de L'ofxict: 

18 JO Emuii- Special 

19:00 Nc*s in french 

|V;IJ Fenetn tur 

10 J# New. in Hebrew 

20:00 Ncwvtn Arjhic 

2&J0 

Americas FumucM Hoillc Video* 

2I.H0 Documentary 

21 JO Science Wort. shop 

22:00 Ncwi in English 

22:20 Fcjimr Him ’The Fji.iI litugc" 

PRAYER TORES 

A4:S9 Fuji 

VO. I? . . iSvnrv^ i Du/tj 

tl;S0 Dhuhf 

l«fcS5 VW 

l*:23 Mjchu-h 

18:41 Ido 

CHURCHES 

S. Mjtjt of Nazareth Church Snofich, 
Tel. X|ii74o 

Assemblies of God Church. Tel. 

(AUKS. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. fCJ.Im 
Church wf the AmimduldB Tel. 
017440. 


Dc ia Salle Church Tel. ret 1 7 ST 
Terrasmta Chureh Tel: *223*6 
Church or the Annunciation Tel. 
*23541 

Anglican Church Tel. *30851. Tel. 
*2.4543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
T7I3.1I. 

Armenian Orthodox Chnrrh Tc(. 

7752*1. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 771751 
Animas International Church Td. 

685326. 

Erangefinf Lutheran Church Td: 
*24328. 

The Church or Jews Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Td. X23X24. (£4*132 
Church of Nanrenc Tel.t»75WI. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied hy the Department of 
Meteorology. 

A cold front will affect Jordan as of 
rhe die mam. Therefore, it will he 
purlft clouds, changing gradually in. 
duudy and mini Winds will he snulh- * 
westerly moderate. In Aqaba. it will he 
partly cloudy and ihcrc will he a 
chance liit sintered showers nf ruin, 
while winds will he northwesterly mod- 
erate and seas calm. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


MinJMax. temp. 

Amman..... 1/7 

Aqaba hi 15 

Deserts 0/9 

Jordan Valley 5/ 15 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 8. Aqaba 17. Humidity readings: 
Amman 74 per ami. Aqaba 35 per 
cent. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Ghazi Abu Sheikha 752405 

Dr. Adnan AI Zughnul JNKI4H 

Dr. Jamal Ja'hari 7694ft) 

Dr. Mohammad A I Ghoul 790730 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdnws pharmacy 778336 

AI Ascnta pharmacy 6J7H55 

Nairoukh pharmacy *23*72 

AI Salam pharmacy *3673(1 

Yacoub pharmacy 644W5 

Shmchani pharmacy *376(4) 

Najih phaj macy 847632 


IRBED: 

Dr. Mohammad AI Zulu 240816 

AlOuds Pharmacy I — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Mbbah Al Hijjuwi 981217 

Khalifch pharmacy . 9X5417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control-Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department Mil 1 1 1 

CiviJ Defence immediate 

Rescue *3*341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192. *21 111. *37777 

FTrc Brigade tP>! 22 X 

Blood Bank 775I2J 

Highway Police *43402 

Traffic Police 896.W0 

Public Security Department *30321 

Hotel Complaints *05800 

Price Compiainis 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints... *974*7 

Amman Municipality 

Cocnplainis 7X71 II 

Telephone Informal ion 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas (w 0IIC30 


Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs *23101 

Ahdali Telephone Repair* *61 101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774] ll- 

Walcr Authority 68010(1 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815*15 
THtfOric Power 

Company *3*381 

RJ Flight Information 118-532011 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 0B-S33D 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813HIJ02 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn ... *44281/6 
Akilch Maternity. J, Amu.... 642441/2 

Jahul Amman Maternity 6423*2 

Malhas.J. Amman *3*140 

Palestine. Shmesani 664)71/4 

Shmcbuni Hospital 6(6/131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227W 

The Islamic. Abdali *66127/37 

Al-Ahli. Ahdali 6*41*4/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

AEBashir. J. Ashrafie* 7751 1 1/2* 

Army. Marka 891*11/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 60224IV5H 


Amal Hospital .’. *74155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (II919K3323 ■ 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)9005*0 

Ibn Sina -Hospital (09)986732 

■AlHikma Modem Hcupnal (WJWW9D 

IRBID: 

Princess Baaia Hospital .. (112)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Urn Al Nafecs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princes Hays Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLBI 

QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This- information a supplied hy Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Oucctt Alia International 
Aupon Td. {ON 153200-5. where it 
should always *c verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 


Japan grants $9-6rn in aid to Somalia j ; 

Tokyo (R) — Jaoan will donate about $9.6 nttHwnbr- 
emerge wyaid to Somalia, the Foreign' M.nistiyatW 
monev Would be distributed through Untied Nations reBtsf __ 
otgamsaricrnsf induding the U.N HighCrimm^K^rtoRe^ 
fiiBees and the U.N. Children’s Fond, it said. n»e u»istance r 
aimed at Somalia's two million victims of drou^aod JhSL*^ ' 

2Fd» one million refugees who have fled the JPgS* t, 
neighbouring Ethiopia or Djibouti. Japan was 
additional $10 million in food aid, the ministry; ss “ £ J-*r“Jg«- 
jaoan eave aid totalling $27 million to the impoverished Hoifr of 
Eaiiie? this month, Vice-Foreign Minister^ 
Kakizawa bSame the fin* Japanese 

since a U.S.-led multi-national force launched a huge - - 

late last year to protect famine relief efforts from warring factions. . • P 

Eritrean leader resting in Israel 

CAIRO (R) — Eritrea’s transitiorial head of state . Isayas 
Afewerki has returned to Israel for the second ume in month to - 
receive treatment for Malaria. Al Haypt newspaper reported 
Friday. In a report from occupied Jerusalem. At Hayat quoted the 
head of African diplomacy at the Israeli foreign fmmrtry. Mosne 
Yeger. as saying Mr. Afewerki’s treatment was part of solid ties 
between’ Israel and the- breakaway Ethiopian. Red Sea province,, 
which plans to become independent after elections in April. 

«i i unfU cr{m» ac with the current government 


in Ethiopia... we look at the future state of Eritrea as independent 
and shall set up cooperation with it in various fields. Mr. Yeeer 
was quoted as saying, Israel’s foreign ministry last, month said it 
would neither confirm nor deny reports that Mr. Afewerki was 
being treated in Israel. Mr. YegerSaid Mr. Afewerki went back to 
Eritrea, which occupies a strategic position on the Red Sea coast 
and controls some sources of the- River Nile, in late January but 
returned to Israel about 10 days ago because of a relapse. - 

Iranian foreign minister to visit Cuba 

HAVANA, Cuba (R) — Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akhar 
Velayati will visit Cuba on Feb. 20. the- Cuban domestic news 
agency Ain said Thursday; It gave no detailed programme for the 
24-hour visit but -diplomats in Havana ■ said bilateral trade, 
especially deals involving sugar and oil. could be on the agenda of 
Mr. Velayati’s talks with Cuban government officials. Cuba 
imported oil from Iran in 15)92 and is due to complete a. 1992 
contract to deliver 200.000 tonnes of sugar to the Gulf state: The 
Caribbean island has aJso agreed to provide equipment, technolo- 
gy and tnuning to help Iran develop its sugar industry. Th e two 
countries signed a two-year nuclear energy cooperation program- 
me, m late 1991 but details of this agreement have not been 
released. Since the collapse of Sits trade and aid ties with eastern 
Europe and die former Soviet Union. Cuba has moved to increase 
its economic and political links with the Middle East. . 

Sri Lanka rejects case against Libya 

COLOMBO (AP) — A district court Thursday dismissed a case 
against Libyan Ambassador Saleem Ahmad Quateen fry a 
. contractor who accused him of defaulting on paying for renovat- 
ing the embassy. The court ruled that Mr. Quateen was protected 
from, the action by diplomatic immunity. It made no judgement 
on the merits of the claim. The contractor. Hosney Fadyl Fathah 
of Unique Construction Company, said the Libyan government 1 
owed 2.1 million rupees ($47,007) -for the work. •" j 

U.S. court asked to halt Dem jan juk case 

CINCINNATI. Ohio (R) — A fpnner government lawyer has 
asked the U.S. Supreme Court to halt a probe into the .1987 
deportation of alleged Nazi guard John Demjanjuk, according to 
court records released Thursday. George Parker, a former U.S. 
government trial lawyer, said the investigation was an abuse Of 
discretion on the part of the local UIS. court of appeals -which is 
conducting it. If the results of the investigation were issu , he said. 1 
in a motion filed with the Cincinnati court, he and other former 
government lawyers could suffer “irreparable injury (to) their 
professional livelihoods and reputations" if the report found ■ 
“prosecutorial misconduct-’' In the motion, released by the ’ 
appeals court Thursday. Mr. Parker said he had asked the U.S. 
Supreme Court for an order stopping the investigation. The 
Cincinnati court last year reopened the case of the former - 
Cleveland caiworker who is faring the gallows in Israel where he 
was convicted of being “Ivan the terrible," a -guard at Treblmka. 
who gassed thousands of people. Demjanjuk, 76, has appealed 
the conviction in Israel, citing new evidence from the former 
Soviet Union. His lawyers contend the evidence shows that- 
Ukrainian-born Demjanjuk was a victim of mistaken identity. He 
has claimed he was a prisoner of war in Poland. during the relevant 
period from 1942 to 1944. after being captured by the Germans 
while serving in the Soviet army. The Israeli supreme court is ’ 
considering that appeal. The Cincinnati court is investigating 
whether Demjanjuk's 1987 deportation was valid and whether the 
government had information in’ its files at the time of his trial that ■: 
. would have shed light on the mistaken- identity question. 

Turkey, Romania strengthen Balkan ties ; 

BUCHAREST (R) — Turkey and Romania', the two largest 
countries in the Balkans, agreed Friday to expand their relations 
in an effort to boost stability in a region shaken by -the breakup of 
Yugoslavia. The two states enshrined their, relationship in -a 
document on political, diplomatic, cultural and economic coop- 
eration signed during a two-day visit by Turkish. Foreign Minister 
Hikmet Cetin, which ended Friday. "This programme has - 
primarily a political message," Romanian Foreign Minister ~ 
Teodor Melescanu said after the talks, which, covered the latest 
developments in Yugoslavia. “It expresses Turkey’s and Roma- . 
ma’s deasion to contribute to stability and security in the area of v 
the Balkans, their decision to expand their relations at all levels " 
-I s P 311 of lhe agreement Romanian President Ion Iliescu 
wiH visit Turkey later this year, probably, in September. Turkish ' 
prime Munster Suleyman Demirel will come to Romania, and the'"- 
two countries foreign ministers will also exchange visits. “There - 
is a coincidence of opinions between Romania and Turkey ' 
regardmg international life." Mr. Iliescu said after meeting Mr: ; 
Cetin Thursday. Mr. Cetin said his talks with.Mr. Iliescu hadbeen 
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jfaqnl ffigbntts Crown Prin ce Hassan Thursday visits poor 
ir^a jnd Palestinian refugee camps in Amman. 


rince Hassan calls for 
quity in services to 
jnman’s needy districts 


MAN (Petra) — His , Royal 

• iness Crown rnnce Hassan 
' rsday spent three hours tour- 
;he poor districts and Palesti- 
refugee camps in the Am- 

- area where he met with local 

- jents and Amman Mayor 
. laiuraad A1 Bashir to discuss 
ices to* these districts, 
rince Hassan, who has pre- 
jw-rd a working paper on inte- 
^sd services to these areas to 
;ent to the Greater Amman 
licipafity, urged concerned 
ies to cotftoct surveys in the 
.. r and undeveloped districts of 
man on a regular basis prior 
' i trod acing improvement mea- 
s. 

' articular attention, should be 
n to women, children and the 
-mployed, the Prince said, 
ie said private and govem- 


ongressman says U-S. eager io resume peace talks 

MMAN (Petra) — United States Congressman Christopher 
ox Thursday said the new American administration of President 
: ill Qinton is keen to resume the Arab-Israeli peace talks at the 
iriiest possible time, and is determined to remove ail obstacles 
ring the resumption of the negotiations., Addressing World 
ffairs Council in Amman. Mr. Cox said the present occupation 
i the new American administration in internal affairs will not 
.ke place at the expense of the Middle East question, because 
■ je establishment of peace in the region does not only benefit the 
entries of the region, but also the United States and the world 

1. Korean parliamentarian arrives in Amman 

.MMAN (Petra) — Speaker of Korea's Supreme Peoples 
r-ssembly Yang Hyong Sop Friday, arrived in Amman at the head 
7 a Korean delegation on a week-long visit to Jordan. 

USTj UNICEF hold medical education seminar 

IBID (J.T.) — A two-day specialised symposium on medical 
iucatkm will be heid Saturday and Sunday at the Jordan 
'niversity of Science and Technology (JUST) in irbid. The 
/mposium will involve the present status of medical education 
.id liow si ci.» be improved to effectively support the aciiievc- 
;ent of the health goals for women and children in 1990s. It is 
rganised by JUST and United Nations Children's Fund (UN- 
rEF). 


r EriubMow endued “Modernist Still Life Photographed” at the 
American Centre. . 

Exhibition of wateroolonr paintings by Syrian artist Nazir 
Nab'a at Bafadna Art Gafiery. 

EduMtion oT p rintin gs by the late Syrian artist Alfred Hatmal 
at Al Briqa Art Gallery in Fuhete city. 

Exhibition of pa inting s by fora - Arab artists from the United 
States — Ghada Jamal. Helen KbaL, Suha Nonrsi and ACaf 
Zurayk — at the Abdul Harmed Shtms.-] Fosraddkn Gallery io 
Jabai Anna, between the First and Second Circles. 

Exhibition of photographs by Jean- Philippe Reverdot at the 
frendr Cultural Centre. 

Exhibition of p aintings by Iraqi artist Hayat Jamil Hafez at Ala 
Art Gallery. 

German ffe entitled “Thirty Years on the Signify of Eqsd 
; (35 noi.) ami En^sb film entitled “The Five New Federal 
! States” (72 min.) at the Goethe Institute at 8 p.m. 



Jabal Amman - Next to The MS Bakeries 
Between 5th A 6th Circle, Tel 827850 


Residence rules strictly enforced, not changed 


ment organisations should start 
workshops and handicraft centres 
to help needy families in the poor 
districts. 

Later in a statement to the 
press, the Crown Prince under- 
lined the importance of stimulat- 
ing voluntary work which he said, 
would be of great benefit to the 
poor districts. 

He added that citizens- should 
be involved in the decision- 
making process in the develop- 
ment of their regions since they 
know best about their problems. 

Prince Hassan said particular 
attention and assistance should 
be provided to families that have 
lost their sole means of support so 
that these families can acquire 
steady and regular incomes. He 
stressed the importance of equity 
in providing services. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The recent 
announcement that a Residents 
and Aliens Affairs law of 1974 
would be strictly enforced is 
mainly aimed at dosing the door 
against those who stay on in the 
Kingdom without proper work 
and residence permits, informed 
observers said Friday. 

According to Brigadier Adel 
Armouti, bead of the Borders 
and AKens Affairs Department of 
the Ministry of. Interior, foreign 
residents of Jordan who have 
yearly work and residence per- 
mits are not affected in any way 
by the measure. 

Brig. Annouti was clarifying 
some local reports which had 
suggested that residence permit 
holders had to submit renewal 
applications to the Borders and 
Aliens Affairs Department at 
least two weeks before the expiry 
of the permit as opposed to one 
month after the expiry. 


“Only casual visitors/tourists 
who would like to extend their- 
stay in Jordan beyond two weeks 
are affected by the derision.’' 
Brig. Annouti said, explaining 
that the move was aimed at close- 
ly monitoring the status of fore- 
igners entering and leaving the 
country. 

He noted that foreigners car- 
rying a visiting visa to Jordan are 
given 15 days of stay stamped in 
their passports by the immigra- 
tion authorities on entering the 
Kingdom through the land, sea or 
air points. 

“If someone of this category 
would like to stay beyond the 
two-week period, then he or she 
has to contact the nearest police 
station and obtain a special per- 
mit after providing all necessary 
details such as passport numbers,- 
purposes of stay, street address 
etc.;'* Brig. Annouti told the 
Jordan Times. 

■ Thousands of Egyptians, Sy- 
rians and Iraqis enter Jordan 
every week. Many of them find 


employment and opt to stay on in 
the Kingdom but without obtain- 
ing the necessary work permits. 

Under bilateral and multilater- 
al agreements they do not have to 
obtain residence permits but have 
to get their passports stamped 
endorsing their stay in the coun- 
try. 

According to official sources, 
this provision was only loosely 
applied, and many such visitors 
stay on until they decide to leave 
or are caught working without 
permits. 

Under the tightening of the 
rule, hotels and landlords have to 
inform the nearest police station 
of the details of their tenants 
within 48 hours of the beginning 
of their stay or face prosecution. 

“This stipulation prevents any- 
one from staying on in the coun- 
try without the authorities being 
aware of his or her whereab- 
outs,” noted an official source. 

“Once the rule is enforced in 
full from March 1. the authorities 
could locate anyone without diffi- 


Jordan’s human rights organisations 
prepare for international conference 



AMMAN (J.T.) — The Arab 
Human Rights Organisation 
- (AHRO) — the Jordanian Chap- 
ter — Friday announced its deci- 
sion to take the responsibility of 
organising the concerted efforts 
of non-governmental institutions 
whose concern is human rights in 
Jordan. 1 

Attorney Hani Dahfeh said in a 
statement that the AHRO will 
organise the activities of those 
organisations active in the youth, 
labour, economic, women’s and 
other fields in order to unify their 
positions in preparation for the 
International Conference on Hu- 
man Rights to be held in Vienna 
in June. 

Mr. Dahleh, chairman of a 
committee preparing for Jordan’s 1 
participation in the conference 
said 17 non-governmental orga- 


nisations operating in the King- 
dom held a meeting in Amman 
recently and chose the prepara- 
tory committee which, he said, 
would present Jordan's views 
with regard to Arab human 
rights. 

He added that the 17 organisa- 
tions have also derided to set up a 
subcommittee to conduct studies 
and prepare working papers on 
topics that would be taken up at 
the Vienna conference; and a 
media and publications sub 
committee that will organise 
seminars on human rights in the 
Arab World and subjects related 
-to democracy and development. 

The preparatory committee in- 
cludes Emily Naffaa, Asma 
Khader. Suleiman Sweis, 
Mohammad Midieh. Mohammad 
Shobaki, Yousef Hourani and 


Abdul Jabbar Abu Gbarbieh, 
Mr. Dahleh said. 

Later in a statement, the pre- 
paratory committee said its work 
will include: 

— unifying the efforts and aims of 
all Jordanian non-governmental 
organisations; 

— involving as many organisa- 
tions as possible; 

— coordinating efforts with other 
Arab preparatory committees on 
questions related to Arab human 
rights; 

— striving to transform the pre- 
paratory committee into a stand- 
ing non-governmental committee 
on human rights in Jordan, whose 
aim will be to create the “Arab 
Human Rights Charter;” and 

— focusing light on human rights 
question and their connection to 
issues in the Jordanian society. 


‘Cites Citees’, a French modem dance ‘offering’ 


AMMAN — Ballet, with its aris- 
tocratic conventions and elabo- 
rate code of steps, was precisely 
what the first modem dancers 
reacted against. 

If ballet dancers seemed to 
overcome gravity with effortless 
leaps or pointe-work, modem 
dancers were earth bound. 

Instead of lacing up toe shoes, 
modem dance go bare footed. 

In place of an academic voca- 
bulary of gesture that developed 
over centuries, pioneers of mod- 
em dance study the natural 
movements of their own bodies 
— walking, running, breathing — 
and develop their own systems of 
movement. 

. The fierceness of their gestures 
in contrast to ballet’s graceful 
symmetries, underlines the force 
of their emotion. 

Most modem dancers require a 
strong classical technique to meet 
the challenges of basic dance 
movement. 

Modem-contemporary dance is 
still a new concept to most audi- 


ences, although it has begun to be 
appreciated, if not completely 
. understood, by a smaller audi- 
ence. 

The old rift between ballet and 
modem dance is today being 
bridged by a phenomenon that 
promises to integrate each form. 

Under the patronage of Prin- 
cess Majda, and for the benefit of 
the Occupational Therapy Col- 
lege, the French Cultural Centre 
in Amman Thursday presented 
the ballet “Cites Citees” at the 
RoyaJ - Cultural Centre. 

“Cites Citees” was conceived 3 
years ago, in the mind of 
choreographer. Michel 
Kelemenis. 

It is about the coastal cities of 
Marseilles. Shanghai. Kobe 
Hambourg, Daker, Alexandria, 
and Abidjan. 

Toe dance style was a French 
reflection of Merce Cunningham, 
an American modem dance 
choreographer. 

Trained to move using basic 
modem techniques, the dancers 
work individually with the 


choreographer to develop style. 

The concept is a new type of 
contemporary movement in 
France. 

The result is choreographed 
emotions brought forth to the 
audience. 

Costumes, . lighting, and sets 
were simple but effective. Blue 
was used in the set and costumes 
to depict the sea, the common 
element to all of the coastal cities. 

The dancers performed to a full 
bouse which indicates a wel- 
comed increase of interest in 
dance in Jordan. 

Responses to the piece varied, 
largely because of the lack of 
exposure to and understanding of 
this unique style of modem 
dance. 

. However, the natural flow of 
the creative movement was 
generally well-received and 
appreciated. 

The above review was contri- 
buted to the Jordan Times by 
Ranra Kamhawi, Sonja Sawa and 
Aii Yassir. 
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culty ,’’ the source added. 

In the meantime, the status and 
rules governing legal permanent 
residents in the Kingdom are 
unchanged. 

“The rules and regulations con- 
cerning those who have work 
permits (issued by the Ministry of 
Labour) and residence permits 
(issued by the Ministry of in- 
terior) remain as they are.” Brig. 
Armouti said. 

In most cases, a work permit is 
a prerequisite for a residence 
permit, except in cases of fore- 
igners who are contracted directly 
by the government or those 
whose employers’ contracts with 
the government stipulate their 
exemption. 

Foreigners entering the coun- 
try on a tourist or business visa 
cannot change their status to an 
employee in Jordan during their 
stay in the Kingdom. 

Those who intend to take up 
employment have to enter the 
country with prior permission 
issued to their employers by the 


Palestine 
a major 
topic of 
Afro- Asian 
talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Pales- 
tine .question and the problem of 
Palestinian refugees were among 
the main topics discussed at the 
32nd session of the A fro- Asian 
Legal Consultative Committee 
which met in Kampala in the past 
week, according to Minister of 
Justice Yousef Mbeideen. 

The minister, who represented 
Jordan at the meeting, said in a 
statement upon his return to Am- 
man Thursday night* that the 
ordeal of the expelled Palesti- 
nians to southern Lebanon and 
the inhuman treatment of Palesti- 
nians in the past by the Israeli 
occupation authorities were dis- 
cussed at the week-long meeting. 

Jordan submitted a number of 
working papers related to Israel's 
settlement programmes in the 
occupied Palestinian lands, the 
question of Palestinian refugees 
and the expellees problem, said. 
Mr. Mbeideen. 

He said Jordan explained to 
the committee the difficulties en- 
countered by the forced emigra- 
tion of Palestinian families to 
Jordan including economic and 
social problems. 

The Jordanian delegation also 
submitted a working paper on the 
country's socio-economic de- 
velopment, featuring its experi- 
ments over the past three de- 
cades, the minister said. 


Ministry of Labour and the 
Ministry of Interior. 

Work and residence permits 
have to be renewed annually, 
within one month of their expiry. 
The Ministry of Labour has laid 
down a set of penalties for defaul- 
ters beginning with JD 75 per 
month of delay in renewing/ 
obtaining a work permits: any 
delay in renewing a residence 
permit incurs a fine of JD 1 per 
day. 

Thousands of foreigners who 
were stuck in Jordan after over- 
staying their visas with no funds 
to pay the fines were given a 
respite by a Royal Amnesty 
granted in November under 
which all their penalties until 
Nov. 14. the day of the issuance 
of the amnesty, were waived. 

Many of them have left already 
and others could leave after 
paying the fine for the period 
after the amnesty. 

In general terms. Brig. 
Annouti said, all foreigners car- 
rying residence permits, except 


those employed as domestic help, 
are free to leave the country and 
return within the period of valid- 
ity of the permits without prior 
clearance from their employers 
and the authorities. 

“Those who are leaving after 
the expiiy of their contracts have 
to obtain a clearance letter from 
theiT employers,” he said. 

The residence permits of those 
leaving for good will be cancelled 
by the Borders and Aliens' 
Affairs Department, while those 
who leave (he country for short 
durations could return within the 
validity of their residence per- 
mits. 

In both cases, die employers 
have to submit an application to 
the department office in Amman, 
in turn, the department will make 
the necessary endorsement in 
their passports, clearing the bear- 
ers for departure. 

Such clearance will not be 
issued at the immigration counter 
at the airport or land and sea 
departure points. 


Sharif Zeid, Husseini discuss 
U.So Secretary of State visit 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
Thursday discussed with Faisal Al 
Husseini. chairman of the Steer- 
ing Committee of the Palestinian 
delegation to the Middle East 
peace talks, means of further 
enhancing Jordanian-Palcstinian 
coordination in the talks follow- 
ing Israel's expulsion of more 
than 400 Palestinians to southern 
Lebanon. 

Sharif Zeid and Mr. Husseini 
stressed the need for Israel to 
fully observe United Nations 
Security Council Resolution 799. 
which calls for returning all the 
Palestinian expellees to their 
homeland. 

They reiterated that the re- 


sumption of the peace talks will 
be meaningless if genuine inten- 
tions to reach a just, comprehen- 
sive and durable solution to the 
Palestine question, in accordance 
with international legitimacy and 
the principle of land for peace, 
are not there. 

Sharif Zeid and Mr. Husseini 
also discussed the upcoming visit 
by United States Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher to the 
region and the role the U.S. can 
play in the peace process. 

The meeting was attended by 
Foreign Minister Kamel Abu Ja- 
ber and Palestinian Ambassador 
to Jordan Al Tayyeb Abdul 
Rahim. 


Water authority taps 
Heidan springs 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Water 
Authority of Jordan (WAJ) 
announced Friday that it has 
started drawing drinking water 
from the Heidan springs to Mada- 
ba and Amman at an initial rate 
of 600 cubic metres an hour. 

Ijj the first half of 1993 the 600 
cubic metres will be increased to 
1,100 cubic metres, once the 
second stage of the project has 
been completed, according to 
WAJ Amman Department Direc- 
tor Munther Khleifat. 

Mt. Khleifat said the project to 
pump water to Madaba and Am- 
man from Heidan springs started 
in 1990 and would be completed 
early 1994. 

He said the WAJ plans to 
replace the old and worn out 


water networks in the Amman 
region, and is currently laying 
rust-resistant pipes in the areas of 
Naser and the Royal Racing Club 
in eastern Amman as the first 
stage of the JD3.6 million pro- 
ject. 

Mr. Khleifat said the work will 
take 18 months to complete. 

He added that a tender will 
soon be announced for the re- 
placement of the old network in 
Hashimi and Marka, and WAJ is 
seeking funds to finance projects 
in other parts of the capital. 

He said a project is underway 
for laying water networks in 11 
new districts of Amman at an 
overall cost of JD243.000; that 
project will take six-months to 
complete. 
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Other approach for here 


PRESIDENT BULL Clinton’s reservations about 
the Vance-Ovvens peace plan for Bosnia and 
Croatia goes beyond the plan’s own deficiencies. 
Washington dearly seeks to assert itsdf as the 
central party in the search for an * equitable 
solution to the conflicts in former Yugoslavia. The 
Vance-Ownes peace scheme is mostly i U.N. and 
European Community (EC) formula in which the 
U.S. was not actively involved. For tjliis purpose 
the U.S. moved swiftly to name a U.S. envoy to 
deal with the Bosnian-Croatian conflict and to 
demonstrate serious concern about what is hap- 
pening. U.S. secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher said that “the conflict may be far from our 
shores but it is certainly not distant from our 
concerns in a bid to prove this point. 

But uppermost on the mind of U.S. policymak- 
ers in their belated attempt to address the other 
shortcomings of the U.N.-EC peace scheme 
appears to be the proposition that aggressors 
should not be rewarded for their agression, as 
called for in the well-established prindpie of U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 242 against the 
admissibility of the acquisition of territory by 
force. 


If this indeed the case, the impressive interfer- 
ence by President Clinton on behalf of justice and 
human rights in former Yugoslavia awaits du- 
plication elsewhere in the world, notably in the 
Middle East. It would be truly consistent with this 
credible U.S. stand on Bosnia and Croatia if 
Washington pursued similar goals vis-a-vis the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, espedally its Palestinian 
dimension, where Arab human rights are tram- 
pled on daily and “ethnic deansing” is exercised 
by Israel against the Palestinian people. “Ethnic 
cleansing” in Palestine was perpetrated, to men- 
tion only one ex. through the massacre of Palesti- 
nians at Deir Yassin when Jewish armed groups 
committed purposely and with the avowed aim of 
driving out the Arab population from their 
homeland and make way for the creation of a 
strictly Jewish state. Similar acts of “ethnic 
cleansing” were pursued in Palestine in accord- 
ance with a predetermined policy set out by the 
early Zionist leaders. . 


So as the world applauds the new U.S. presi- 
dent and his team for speaking out against the 
systematic violations of basic human rights com- 
mitted in former Yugoslavia, there is a strong 
yearning for the continued application of these 
ideals and practices to other suffering and victi- 
mised peoples around the globe. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL DUSTOUR Friday expressed its support of the United States' 
move towards finding a settlement to the conflict in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina and said that time has come for major powers to put 
an end to the bloodbath in former Yugoslavia, said the paper. The 
American move is of great importance since it came from a nation 
with vast international influence and one which can rally the 
international community towards practical steps to end the 
conflict, the paper added. What drew the observers' attention, 
said the daily, is the fact that the conflicting parties in the country 
have now declared they welcome the U.S. plan which would be 
also sponsored and supported by the United Nations. The paper 
welcomed the U.S. move, expressing hope rhat the six-point 
peace plan will open a new chapter in relations between Serbia 
and Bosnia-Herzegovina and help re-establish peace in this part 
of Europe. 


A columnist in A1 Ra’i said that the foreign ministers of Turkey, 
Iran and Syria meeting in Damascus, were bound to declare their 
total rejection of any partition of Iraq and would definitely 
support the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Iraqi 
nation. Mohammad Kharroub said there is no doubt that this 
would be the decision in Damascus in the light of an adamant 
position on the part of the Kurds who openly demand the right to 
self-determination of some 30 million Kurds living in Iran, Syria 
Turkey and Iraq. Although Syria is at odds with Turkey over the 
sharing of river waters, and despite Iran’s interference in Turkey's 
interna! affairs, which was condemned by Ankara, the three 
count ri-.'S are bound to come out in concert over the Kurdish 
. question, openly denouncing all Kurdish demands for the right to 
self-determination because such a move would destabilise the 
Turkish. Iranian and Syrian nations as it means the separation of 
large parts of the three countries to form one Kurdish nation, the 
writer continued. For their part, the Kurds have condemned the 
Damascus meeting as they did for the other meetings on the same 
topic, said the writer. Ue said that despite the deep differences 
among them, Turkey. Iran and Syria are bound to come out in 
support of Iraq’s unity and territorial integrity and prevent the 
crcarion of a Kurdish nation in northern Iraq so as to close the 
door on any Kurdish attempt to follow that step with a similar one 
in their own countries. 


Only a western threat of 
force can save Sarajevo 


By Leslie H. Gelb 


SARAJEVO. Bosnia- 
Herzegovina — Sarajevo is des- 
troyed, but not its people. More 
than half its 560.000 peacetime 
citizens stiJI outlive the steel and 
concrete structures built to sur- 
vive them. 

People, in mysterious unity 
with the “cramp, crump” of occa- 
sional mortars and the “pings" of 
sniper fire, move along noon trow 
sidewalks as if late to imaginary 
offices. Sprinkled among them, 
clicking along in high heels and 
short, tight black skirts, are 
young women, slim, hair meticu- 
lously coiffed. Heads twist appre- 
ciatively. 

Sarajevans have already en- 
dured longer than the Russians of 
Stalingrad 50 years ago. And to 


As in ail wars, black- 
marketecrirtg thrives and crosses 
every line of ethnic hate. “It 
shows that Serbs. Croats and 
Muslims really can cooperate 
when they want to." a British wag 
quipped. 


I lunched with General Philip- 
pe Morillon. U.N. commander in 
Bosnia, at his headquarters. It is 
a splendid old East European- 
style villa in th.e centre of the city, 
often used in grander days by 
President Tito, die father of post- 
war Yugoslavia. The general, a 
dozen of his aides and I sat down 
at a table in the formal, haunted 
dining room and nibbled on 
cold cuts and salads. Attendants 
poured red wine. 


keep them alive — just barely — 
has taken a United Nations effort 
almost equal in aid tonnage to the 
Berlin airlift in 1948-1949. 


A Frenchman of old-world 
manners, the silver-haired gener- 
al talked of the Vance-Owen 
peace plan, which he argued was 


bridge across an insignificant 
stream. 

We parked at the Holiday Inn 
so 1 could pay respects to John 
Burns, the awesome correspon- 
dent of The New York Times, 
whose words have outshone pic- 
tures. He was elsewhere, follow- 
ing the cannons' sounds. 

We stopped at the presidency 
building, a Communist-Greek 
structure where a secretary was 
shot and killed through the win- 
dow the other day. I had an 
appointment with Zlatko 
Lagumdzi ja, a deputy prime 
minister of Bosnia. A yuppie, 
about 40, dad in windbreaker 
and sneakers, he wanted no part 
of the Vance-Owen plan. “Our 
president spoke about this plan 
Tuesday night." he said. 

President Alija Izetbegovic 
“was not endorsing it. but think- 
ing out loud and saying perhaps 


By Max GaDo 

TO COMBAT what Le Monde’s 
founder Hubert Beuve-M&ry cal- 
led, in 1934, ’The appalling stu- 
pidity of war,” should we aban- 
don the use of our faculties? 
Surely barbarity will be encour- 
aged to spread rather than regress 

unless we are careful to remain 
rigorous.in our reasoning and our 
use of historical references? 

Listening to what some people 
have been saying, it is difficult to 
avoid the suspicion that they are 
chiefly interested in regaining or 
preserving what little political 
credibility they have, or in staying 
in the public eye. It is equally 
difficult to avoid the conclusion 
that others are so utterly con-: 
vinced they embody truth, intelli- 
gence, and morality that they 
confuse self-promotion — “I did 
this, I did that ...” — ' with the 
interests of nations. Can France’s 


in Bosnia is “the Spanish Civil 
War” (why aren't we mustering 
an International Brigade?), and 
when I read in a leaflet: ‘‘1942: 
the Nazis adopt the Final Solu- 
tion. 1992: Seri) extremists adopt 
ethnic cleansing. The same aims, 
the same methods, _ the _ same 
abdication of responsibilities.” 

I do wonder whether those who 
make such comparisons in Che 
hope of clinching their case and 
arousing a spirit of revenge real- 
ise that they are in fact acting as 
the standard-bearers of historical 

revisionism. 

For if Milosevic, following in 
the footsteps of Saddam Hussein, 
is a new Hitler, if the ignominious 
.process of ethnic cleansing is the 
final solution, if the intolerable 
concentra t ion camps set up by 
Serbs (and others) are the equiva- 
■ lent of Auschwitz or Trebiinka, 
then the Holocaust was just one 


M. KAHIL 


“Western powers 
must push on Ser- 
bia with full di- 
plomatic weight 
for an immediate 
ceasefire around 
Sarajevo. Time is 
of the essence, and 
only a threat of 
force, not more 
toothless envoys, 
can save 
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that in 1914 he called for altera- 
tion right up to the last minute, 
even after the armies had started 
moving, and that only a few hours 
before bis assassination he was 
still arguing against wr as a 
“solution” to the problems at 

hand. . 

In my view any action, even 
one prompted by moral concern, 
.will necessarily be ineffective or 
aggravate a situation unlcs&-u 
forms part of a precise plan and is * 
based on an assessment of facts 
and objectives. It is all very well 
to go in with bombs or an army of 
occupation, bot what do you do 
afterwards with the warring peo- 
ples? 

Lastly, it should be remem- 
bered there is a serious risk of the 
conflict spreading. What is going 
on is a Balkan war insofar as, 
quite apart from more recent 
problems specifiC' to the post- 
Gommunist situation, it has ip 
origin in, and derives its (barbar- 
ic) forms from, conflicts that have 
recurred for centuries in that 
region — a region that is a mosaic 
of peoples and religions, and a 
breeding ground of hatred. 

The fragmentation of Yugosla- 




via (and Czechoslovakia) has a 
taken us back to the pro- 1914 T 
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Sarajevans.” 
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Mostly Slavic Muslims, they 
have survived the Serbian pound- 
ing and the theft and black- 
marfceteering by Serbs. Croats, 
fellow Muslims and soldiers of 
the U.N. forces sent to protect 
them. The Ukrainian battalion 
here, in particular, is widely said 
to spend much time on such 
affairs. 

At checkpoints en route to the 
city, Serbian irregulars exact a 
heavy toll of aid packages from 
U.N. convoys. They are said to 
grab between 25 and 40 per cent 
of each load. The United Nations 
orders its convoys not to resist. It 
would only make more trouble 
for the nearly defenseless interna- 
tional helpers. 

The food and other aid that 
arrives in the city is deposited by 
U.N. forces in Bosnian govern- 
ment warehouses. Much quickly 
flies out the back doors. The 
remainder goes to ordinary peo- 
ple. 


the only possible means of set- 
tling the war. The plan has. he 
offered in his baritone, good con- 
stitutional principles. The sides 
will realise, he said, that peace 
must be the only way. His aides 
sat silently. 

Corporal Jacques Mauve 
volunteered to drive me around 
the city. With flak jackets and 
helmets, which Sarajevans do not- 
have, we sped off. 

“Here.” Corporal Jacques said 
at one comer, “an old lady was 
shot by a sniper the other day. 
She lay in the street for two days. 
Our orders are not to stop in this 
area. We picked up her body the 
second night, when it was very 
dark and the snipers could not see 
us.” 

"There.” he said farther on, “is 
the bridge where Archduke Fer- 
dinand was assassinated to start 
World War I.” It was a tiny stone 


the plan would not be so bad. that, 
we could live with it. And some 
of us told him. ‘Anyone who signs 
this plan will not only be political- 
ly dead’...” 

“Everything is up to America 
now,” he added. 

In one way he is right. The 
United States is revered and 
feared here, and Europe awaits a 
strong and wise lead from 
Washington. But this dead city 
with its live people somehow 
hanging on — a mere hour and a 
half from London or Paris by 
plane — is ultimately the ward of 
all civilised nations. 

This week, western powers 
must push on Serbia with full 
diplomatic weight for an immedi- 
ate ceasefire around Sarajevo. 
Time is of the essence, and only a 
threat of force, not more tooth- 
less envoys, can save Sarajevans 
— The New York Times. 


foreign policy be regarded as 
coherent if it allows itself to be 
buffeted off course by pressure 
from the media? And all this is 
happening without the democra- 
tically elected representatives of 
die people being consulted. 

But then whose interests are 
actually being served, die victims’ 
or their helpers’? That is a ques- 
tion I cannot help asking myself 
when I bear our leaders making 
contradictory statements, when I 
watch television commercials that 
denounce the Serb people en bloc 
(if they are all guilty, what are we 
to do with them — bum down 
Belgrade the way we burned 
down Dresden and Berlin?), 
when I see die walls of Paris 
sporting posters comparing 
Milosevic to Hitler, when I hear 
people trying to up the ante by 
claiming that Sarajevo is “the 
Warsaw ghetto” and that the war 


historical event among others. 
Evil, instead of being denounced 
(which is surely the aim), is made 
to seem commonplace. As a re- 
sult, the last 50 years’ moral, 
legal, philosophical, and historic- 


al efforts to preserve the “excep- 
tionality” of that particular evil, 
because it (fid indeed co ns t i t u te 
an “extraordinary” and symbolic 
extreme of inhumanity, ore 
erased at a stroke by die goody 7 
goodies who cheapen our collec- 
tive memory with their exercises 
in self-advertisement. Simone 
Veil, who has kept her bead while 
remaining justifiably outraged at 
what is going on in Bosnia, real- 
ises the rides. She told fat Figaro 
on Jan’. 9 that “there is already 
enough emotion and tragedy to 
make it unnecess ar y to indulge in 
hazardous comparisons. 

Are the firebrands who claim 
Jean Janrfes as their model aware 


taken us back to the pro- 1914 T 1 
situation (when Germany de- 
cided to go it alone in recognising 
Croatia and Slovenia in 1991, it 
nullified the Trianon Treaty of 
1920; France and the rest of 
Europe meekly, followed suit). 
Clearly Turkey, Albania, 
Greece, Bulgaria, and perhaps 
even Russia, if it sees pan- 
Slavism as a way of galvanising 
the nation, could tomorrow get 
sucked into this maelstrom of 
conflicting passions. It is because 
of this risk, which could have 
incalculable repercussions, that it 
is vital to look before we leap into 
Bosnia and to give priority to 
diplomatic channels. 

"That is not the same tiling as 
abandoning women, prisoners, 
and whole peoples to their fate or P 
leaving the U.N. without the 
military clout to apply pressure. 

It simply requires that all the 
peoples of the former Yugoslavia 
should first be offered tbe possi- 
bility of a political solution, such 
as, for example, new links be- 
tween them within a European 
framework. 

“In a civil war, killing is like 
deforestation,” said -Saint- 
■Exnpfay. The horror is multiplied 
tenfold in Bosnia because, as in 
all the Balkan states, hatred 
fomented by civil war (between 
neighbours) is deeply tinged with 
the nationalist violence of wan 
waged against foreigners. It is 
difficult to see how military ac- 
tion — by other foreigners — * 
could ever result in lasting peace- 
ful coexistencp. 

Brave people were right to die 
for Madrid or Danzig, because it 
was the only way to prevent the 
conflagration from spreading. ‘ 
Today, to risk an extension of the 
conflict would be to aggravate 
human suffering; the only chance 
of peace lies in a political com- 
promise — Le Monde. 
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Christopher’s visit will show course of U.S. policy 


Reviewed by Elia NasraUab 


Domestic affairs, Iraq, and the 
plight of tbe 400 Palestinians in 
southern Lebanon dominated 
the topics in the Jordanian 
press in the past week. 

Commenting on the creation 
of a Jordan-based centre to 
deal with matters related to 
human rights and democracy in 
the Arab World, a columnist in 
AJ Ra’i said that such a centre 
would naturally be involved 
with forces opposing regimes 
in the Arab World. 

Such contacts, which of 
course are aimed at finding out 
about human rights violations, 
would gain the centre the 
wrath of Arab regimes which 
would consider this as interfer- 
ence in their own affairs, said 
Mahmoud Rimawi. 

He suggested that the prop- 
osed centre have its own 
identity and be operating as an 
independent, non- 
governmental organisation. 

On the question of Abu Sha- 
konsh, the criminal still at 
large, to whom were attributed 
several assaults, some fatal, a 
columnist in Sawt A1 Shaab 
said that the security author- 
ities should be open and flank 
about these crimes and should 
declare the truth about the 
situation. 

Ahmad Dabbas demanded 
that the public be told about 
the facts and thus stop listening 
to rumours spread around by 
different circles about Abu 
Shakoush stories. 

His views were echoed hv 


m A1 Dustour, who said that 
there have been numerous 
stories about stolen cars and 
assaults on citizens, and de- 
manded that strict rules should 
be implemented and the cul- 
prits receive the harshest 
punishments possible. 

The writer said that truth 
about criminal acts and robber- 
ies should be disclosed to the 
public who must also be in- 
structed on means of helping 
tbe police in their work. 

George Haddad, a columnist 
in Al Dustour, dwelt on the 
death of a mother and six of her 
children in the southern re- 
mote village of Marigha. The 
whole society is responsible for 
the death u: :his poor family 
and the concerned authorities 
ought to find means of helping 
others before they die of 
asphyxiation, said the writer. 

It is a known fact that pover- 
ty does exist in the country, but 
it is also a fact that the Ministry 
of Social Development, the 
National Aid Fund and charit- 
able organisations can provide 
heaters for the poor and pro- 
tect them from the cold and 
death. 

The Marigha tragedy was 
taken up by Nazih, a columnist 
in Al Ra’i. It should not take a 
high official in the government 
to find out about the poor 
families and their needs since 
such a task can and should be 
done by community leaders, a 
local teacher or a mosque 
preacher and even n nurse a 


the region, the writer said. 

He said people suffering 
from abject poverty should be 
helped at the local level, but it 
is the duty of all citizens to 
bring their plight to the atten- 
tion of the concerned author- 
ities. 

Saleh Al QaMab, a columnist 
in Al Dustour. took up the 
ptigbt of Jordanians traveffing 
to Egypt, noting that they have 
been frequently harassed by 
the Egyptian authorities at the 
borders and airports. 

While Egyptian workers are 
created well in Jordan and 
while Egyptian nationals are 
given facilities to work here, 
we find Jordanians treated 
harshly in Egypt, said the wri- 
ter. 

Jordanians are being interro- 
gated for hours at Cairo airport 
and officials are not accorded 
the services that come under 
diplomatic protocols, he 
added. 

Al Dustour and Sawt Al 
Shaab dailies commented, in 
their editorials, on Jordan's 
moves to bolster ties until the . 
newly independent Islamic re- 
pabfics of tbe former Sonet 
Union, describing the visit by 
an official delegation to these 
countries as a step in the right 
direction. 

The papers said that in these 
countries live more than 50 
million Muslims and they are 
all anxious to strengthen their 
friendly ties with the Kingdom. 
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men ted on the continued sane* 
tions Imposed mi Iraq by the 
Arab countries and urged tbe 
Arab League secretary general 
to visit Baghdad to pave the 


way for ending the boycott. 
The writer said that th< 


The writer said that the 
Arab League secretary general 
should transcend Arab differ- 
ences and take the initiative of 
bringing about reconciliation 

Now that Iraq has im- 
plemented all U.N. resolu- 
tions, said tbe writer , there can 
be no obstacles in the way of 
such a visit. 

His views were supported by 
Taber Al Udwan who urged all 
Arab countries to seriously 
consider ending the sanctions 
on Iraq. The writer referred to 
Palestine President Yasser 
Arafat’s visit to Baghdad as a 
angle effort that should be 
copied by other leaders to 
bring about reconciliation 
among Arab capitals. 

The arab countries can start 
by releasing the frozen Iraqi 
assets and the seized Iraqi 
planes and can embark on 
plans that would pave the 
ground for ending other na- 
tions’ sanctions on the Iraqi 
people, he said. 

With reference to the com- 
ing visit to the region by U.& 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, Sawt Al Shaab 
said that the U.S. administra- 
tion is sending Mr. Christopher 
in order to reach a compromise 
over Die Middle East issue and 

«»w ^rapl f--»— c —*h 'r Awhnr- 


Any compromise can by no 
means be in line with U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 
799 and therefore would not 
satisfy the Palestinians and 
other Arabs, said the paper. 

A columnist in Sawt Al 
Shaab said that Mr. Christ- 
opher’s tour will reveal to the 
Arabs the truth about the U.S. 
administration’s position with 
regard to the implementation 
of all U.N. resolutions 

Saiameh Ekour said that 
through his talks with the Arab 
leaders, Mr. Christopher could 
be disclosing President Clin- 
ton’s plans not only with re- 
gard to the 415 Palestinians 
deported to southern Lebanon 
but also to the implementation 
of Resolutions 242 and 33$. 

It is, however, regrettable to 
see the Arab parties not in 
agreement on the U.S.-Israeli 
stand with regard to a com- 
promise solution to tiie ordeal 
of the deported men, notably 
Egypt’s position which is con- 
flicting with those of tile other 
confrontation states, sard the 
writer. He said that a unified 
stand is badly needed in this 
and other matters to deal with 


the Palestine question. 

Khaled Mabadeen, a col- 


umnist in Al Ra’i, said that if 
Washington succeeded in per- 
suading tbe Arab parties to 
resume the negotiations with 
Israel without solving the de- 
portees question the talks 
would not pave the ground for 
any success. 


has proved, over the past de? 
cades, that it does not respect 
otters’ views and continues to 
hold on to its own intransigent 
position, refusing to imple- 
ment any of the Security Coun- 
cil resolutions. 1 - 

The writer said that Warren 
Christopher should rpalse'the 
deep-rooted indignation in the 
hearts of the Arab masses re- 
sulting from the injustice 
served to this region through 
the continued Israeli occupa- 
tion of Arab lands. 

Sultan Al Hattab, another 
Al Ra’i columnist, cautioned 
the Arabs and the Palestinians 

to be careful while dealing with 
Warren Christopher. Mr.. 
Christopher's coming tour is 
serious and of a delicate nature - 
because, he said, it is aimed at 
sounding out the Arab parties' 
views concerning the resump- 
tion of peace negotiations and 

tire 'compromise solution ovef 

the tragedy of the 415 Palesti- 
nians, 

. Fahed Al Fanek, a columnist 
in Al Ra’i, said that the Arabs 
«*o are not satisfied with the 
U -5. - Israeli compromise offer 
should not reject tbe idea of 
resuming talks with Israel. The 
writer said it is clear that; 
Washington's declared com- 
promise solution over- -the ■ 
tragedy of the 415 Palestinians i 
stranded in southern Lebanon ' 
* wayto circumvent Re- 
solution 799, but. the Arab 
parties should not give Is rr H *l a. 
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Journalists welcome Senate move 

• ... 

(Contteued fr°*n psg* W Members of the committee a 


Bakers seek top-level intervention Palestinians seek U.N. formula 


the freedom of the press estab- 
lished by non-JPA members said, 
however, that “we have never 
had to abide. by the JPA law, 1 ' 
which, she said, is not binding to 
non-JPA members. 

And even if the law applies to 
them, she said, non-JPA mem- 
bers will continue to have the 
right to work as journalists be- 
cause dw law defines a journalist 
as be or she who is practising the 


JPA and non-JPA member 
journalists have been engaged in 
a fierce confrontation, lobbying 
Parliament to adopt their con- 
flicting views on the definition of 


The JPA wants the law to 
restrict recognition of journalists 
to its members “in order to pro- 
tect and regulate the profession.'' 

NoftJPA members argue that 
forcing them to join what they 
call ‘‘arffncffident organisation*' 
is an encroachment on their basic 
right to free association. 

^yhik the JPA labelled the 
campaign against restricting rec- 
ognition of journalists to JPA 
members “suspicious, poisonous 
and malicious.” a member of the 
committee for the freedom of the 
press -said the JPA has been a 
“failure and should be ashamed 
of itself for its campaign to force 
journalists to join it." 


Members of the committee also 
blamed the association for ignor- 
ing what they consider articles 
stiff! ing the freedom of the press, 
concentrating on the definition of 
journalists to serve its own pur- 
poses. 

The draft press publication law 
will be sent back to the House 
after the Senate votes on it; sig- 
nals from the Senate indicate that 
deputies will amend article 2 of 
the draft legislation in favour of 
non-JPA members. 

Representatives of the House's 
various blocs told the Jordan 
' Times last week that they would 
support broadening the definition 
of journalists to include non-JPA 
members. 

Muslim Brotherhood Deputy 
Hammam Said said Friday his 
22-strong bloc would move a 
proposal to that effect and many 
deputies told the Jordan Times 
they will support the motion. 

But even if the draft legislation 

is not amended to recognise 
them, non-JPA members say they 
wilt remain defiant. 

“Nothing short of arresting me 
will stop me from working,'’ said 
A1 Hayat Arabic daily correspon- 
dent in Jordan Salameh Ne’matt. 
And under the new democratic 
environment,- Mr. Ne’matt did 
not expect the government to 
take such a step. 


Evictees call for American help 


(Coathmed from page 1) 

a few hours after they emerged 
horn (heir soaked shelters in the 
first sunny day in a weeklong 
snow storm. 

Some, of them headed for a 
nearby stream to dean their 
clothes. Others were heating wa- 
ter to wash their heads. 

As the expellees slipped into 
their daily routine, about 5,000 
Lebanese and Palestinian 1 sympa- 
thisers demo nstrated in east 
Lebanon's ancient town of Baal- 
bek, declaring solidarity with the 
expelled men. 

“Death to Israel and its master, 
America," chanted the demon- 
strators, as they marched in 'the 
streets of Baalbek before prayers. 

Bearded members of the 
Iranian-backed Hizbollah led the 
protest in Baalbek, their major 
stronghold in Lebanon. 

* Similar demonstrations were 
organised in Beirut and other 
I j»t mnese cities. 

The Palestinian evictees also 
demanded Friday that Israel re- 
.notmee expulsions as a policy to 
)aUow a -solution of the cristsxwer 
their fete. 

They welcomed a statement by 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon 
Petes that expulsion was an ex- 
ception to the Jewish state's poli- 
cy. 

“We consider this stand as a 
dear retreat in Israeli policy but it 
is not enough.” said Dr. Rantisi. 

However, Mr. Peres, ruled out 
any softening of Israel's terms for 
the evictees' return after talks 
with U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghall and the Security 
Council president in New York 


Thursday. 

“We have announced that de- 
portation is not a policy of Israel 
but an exception to the policy, 
and if the deportees will decide to 
remain where they are out of 
fbeir own will, it will be an 
entirely different story,** Mr. 
Peres said Thursday. 

Dr. Rantisi said: “We want 
Israel to declare it denounces this 
mass expulsion and considers it 
illegitimate and to dearly tel! the 
Security Council ... it will not 
resort to deportation again." 

“Then we will have a positive 
stand.” 

The president of the Security 
Council. Moroccan Ambassador 
Ahmad Snoussi, was expected to 
tell Israel’s U.N. envoy soon the 
offer to take back some evictees 
was a good first step but further 
action was needed, council 
sources said Thursday. 

However, Mr. Peres said in an 
interview with Israeli army radio 
Friday that Israel would not 
further soften its conditions for 
the Palestinians’ return. 

"What I can say with certainty 
is that what the government de- 
rided is not up for further nego- 
tiations and it is not open to 
softening or change," he told the 
radio in a telephone interview 
from New York. 

“I do not think the United 
States expects additional steps 
and I think the United Nations 
also understamfe that’s the red 
line," Mr. Peres said. 

Mr. Peres said the Israeli com- 
promise offer was “rather consis- 
tent with Resolution 799,” which 
demands the immediate return of 
all evictees. 
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JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A leading Jordanian company in phar- 
maceuticals is seeking a young motivated 
sales representative (male or female) 

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS: 

• A bachelor's degree (BSc or pharmacy 
is preferable) 

•Minimum two years experience in 
marketing. 

• Free for immediate employment 

• Driver's licence is essential. 

Qualified applicants should send de- 
tailed CVs along with a recent photo to 
the following address: 

P.O.Box 1369 
Amman-Jordan 

All applications wifi be handled with 
strict confidentiality 


(Continued from page l) 

we enjoy today, we are definitely 
hoping it would not be necessary 
for us to exercise that right,” Mr. 
Hamawi said. . 


immediately available. 

Minister of Supply Mohammad 
Saqqaf told the Jordan Times last 
week that the government re- 
jected the bakers' assertions but 
that it was ready to discuss their 


No government comment was complaints in good faith. 


Afghan guerrillas attack army posts 


(Continued, from page I) 

problems. The U.N. should help 
ns like in Somalia." 

A defence- ministry spokes- 
man said the government was 
consolidating advances made a 
day earlier against Hezb-e- 
Wabdat strongholds in the west. 

The army captured a Hezb-e- 
Wahdat headquarters in the So- 
da! Sciences Institute as well as 
three other bases and two hills 
where Hezb-e-Wahdat had 
placed rocket batteries, a defence 
ministry spokesman said. 

At least 24 civilians were killed 
In Thursday's fighting but hospit- 


als said the figure could be much 
higher as most dead are not taken 
to hospitals. 

Mr. Hekmatyar is fighting to 
oust Rabbani, accusing him of 
rigging his election last Decem- 
ber. He has refused to stop unless 
Mr. Rabbani agrees to elections 
within a year and the formation 
of an interim government accept- 
able to all parties. 

In an attempt to Lake power, 
Mr. Hekmatyar launched an 
attack on Kabul last August in 
which 2,500 people were killed 
and thousands injured. He has 
since attacked the city intermit- 
tently. 


(Continued from page I) 

“The manner of implementa- 
tion is up to the Security Coun- 
cil,” she said. 

Mr. Christopher leaves 
Washington Wednesday for a 
five-country tour of the Middle 
East, his first, to resurrect the 
floundering peace talks. His first 
stop Thursday is Egypt, the only 
Arab country at peace with the 
Jewish state and arguably 
Washington’s best Arab friend. 

But Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa gave notice Friday that 
there was more to talk about than 
friendship. He said the first prior- 
ity for Egyptian leaders in discus- 
sions with Mr. Christopher would 
be the crisis over rhe Israeli ex- 
pulsions. 

It is a question certain to domi- 
nance* Mr. Christopher's tour, 
also taking him to Israel, Jordan. 
Syria, and Saudi Arabia. 

“The visit will come in condi- 
tions that threaten the (Arab- 
Israeli) peace process.” Mr. 
Musa said. 

He made clear the burning 


issue for Egypt and the Arabs is 
to have all the expellees repatri- 
ated as a prelude to resuming 
Arab-Israeli peace talks. 

“The pressing, urgent and 
dangerous problem is that of the 
deportees,” Mr. Musa said. “It 
will head the list of questions to 
be discussed with the U.S. secret- 
ary of state. 

“Then there will be the re- 
sumption of the peace process as 
well as bilateral relations between 
Egypt and the United States.” 
“The deportees must be re- 
patriated as soon as possible,” 
Mr. Musa said. “Israel’s offer is a 
step in the right direction... but it 
is insufficient.” 

To fully implement demands of 
the Security Council, “it is impor- 
tant that the deportees be repatri- 
ated over a short time span,” Mr. 
Musa said. 


He reiterated his belief that 
Arab-Israeli peace talks would 
not be resumed until April. 

Underscoring the linkage be- 
tween the expellees and the nego- 
tiations, Mr. Musa said: “Be- 
tween now and April we should 
be able to end the deportee prob- 
lem and at the same time prepare 
carefully for resumption of the 
peace process.” 

Washington is also trying to 
defuse the tension with the Arabs 
by suggesting the president of the 
Security Council privately tell 
Israel it was moving in the right 
direction with the expelled 
Palestinians, diplomatic sources 
said. 

The proposed formula came up 
in a meeting at a New York hotel 
between Mr. Peres and 
Madeleine Albright. U.S. ambas- 
sador to the United Nations, said 
the two sources. 


Charges filed 

(Continued from page 1) 

my sung I asses.' - Captain Goedcl 
said. 

The jet landed at Kennedy at 
3:50 p.m. [2im GMT) and tawed 
to a remote area of the airport. 
Twenty minutes later, the gun- 
men gave the gun to the captain, 
who held it up to the plane's 
window to show officers outside. 
Mr. Gncdel t*x»k off his sunglas- 
ses and handed them to the hi- 
jacker. 

When he surrendered, the hi- 
jacker left behind the hat and a 
note for the pilot, s.iid James M. 
Fox. head of the FBI’s New York 
office. The note read: “Thank 
you. Here's yuurs. Tschuss” — 
German for “so long." 

“The captain was supercool. 
The passengers were supercool.” 
said Feodor Govemeur. a passen- 
ger form Venezuela. ”1 think we 
all had the same fear." 
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2Jf / 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 




Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-T1.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
IbwaKte 3rd circle 


Tel: 659519 659520 


B CROWN INTL EST. 

1 Packing, shipping 
“ Forwarding, storage 

worldwide Removals 

Air, Sea and Land 


TEL: 66 40 90 
FAX: 69 08 52 
POST: 92 64 87 
Amman-Jordan 
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☆ Kais Dry dean, 1 Hr. Service 

* Shoes repair ☆Engraving 

* Keys Service 

☆ Uptiotstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
828163 


STUDIO HAHi 

Friifcsrirtfiid fr> 

1 H^vServtee'' . 

Devefog yO»r cdfitar 0m at 
our. sfe^.asdig^rr ■ 


- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810809 
Fax: 810520 



RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 


< i i gn rnr 


sacszszzQszsa 


Taka away Is nraftaNa 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 
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Copy 

Centre 


■ Copying ■■ Typing 
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Cftrn 

Town 

^esiauranl 


CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Bartoque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

. 6:30 -Midnight . 


Every great city in the world has its China 
Town and Ammarijjtow has its own. "" 

-v«_. 

Where you can en^rlhe most exquisite 
Chinese dishea.-f^.kffich and dinner. 

Banqu^r^J^f^^Si^fservice 

All chefs^fco^i Pefcfrig, China 

: Ghiria-.^Town ' 

at the Hotel 

Tel. 674295 or ‘6741 i'l - ext. 6338 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabai Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girts School 

TNnawaybmibMt 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


The First Class Hotel in 
' Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


liAlfd.TEL 

|U2ljl|l= l 


Amman -Tel 668193 
PO Bo* 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 




















*tfsi 

French (Euisinc 


RESERVATION 


TEL 819564 
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tietfcd hope new coach I Lillehamuier starts countdown Lendl 


brings 'better luck 


1 - AifcticffMad- 

• .} iK'psng new cnneh AfgcftOne 
I'iisfnnvui cad brine 

■ '\.i foil! tic to flic troubled 
* v.I.v-i. is travels lo face Barce- 
». .*n o:it:ir«!:iy. 

V : ii.u the job after his 

ce.vMj !jm:> .Aragones was 

■ ‘ i i i'‘ll:w.iric Harcelnna's 5-0 
‘ .• el the Mtidrid side less 
•• Ivy '.Vi els ail-'.. 

’’hr Argentine. who has 
]» : :.l ;ttul played successfully 
• 0 .’."i Ii.niors. Tailere* Cordo- 

. :* vj Imlcpen-Jicnic back 
tale-, -tver an Adetko 
i: has fallen from being a 
i ■ tilk e.uiknder to seventh' 
ii. 'li.- ?*l i.-ani division and 
■ . . : . ~nv - :ea .1e r' Depoidvo La 

■« ■•!.■ •*» ni:n: points. 

' i.r.ve jn:.i arrived and am 
... ; « 0 r- w -i m know dw team.” 

? *• iv. anJ he was intro- 
i.i reporters. “I*!)' work 
■ el p.uing Atleiico' into 
••••.•! i- m i: deserves." 

1 : '.-lid he was an bothered 
;• u ,\ik!ieo':. HJth conch in the 

■ -.;.-ign of e?i:-.iriiiari Jesus 

li.-iK. i* do.-sn't make 
■•■"•kij's game anv -jasirT. 

ibis weekend, 
jx r_v>i un.i is at Osasu- 

.. ".■:! Madrid hosts Snorting 


Gijon, Hspanol is at Cadiz, Zara- 
goza is at Oviedo, Athletic Bilbao 
travels to Madrid to play rays 
Vallecano. Logrones is at Celta, 
Valeria is at Sevilla, Albacete is 
at Real Sociedad and Burgos is at 
Tenerife. 

Sitting four points behind De- 
portivo and two behind Real Mad- 
rid. Barcelona has slipped in re- 
cent weeks, falling into third. 

Real enters Sunday's game 
apparently having found consis- 
tent form under coach Benito 
Ftoro and without having ceeded 
a point at Santiago Bemabeu 
stadium in Madrid this season. 

In another of the weekend’s 
top games. Sevilla will keep the 
services of Diego Maradona, 
whose one game suspension for 
kicking Deportivo defender 
Alberto Aldistegui in the head 
during last week’s match was 
repealed. 

An appeals committee of the 
Spanish Federation reduced the 
suspension to a fine and repri- 
mand. although the amount of 
the fine was not immediately 
revealed. 

The suspension took Sevilla 
and Deportivo by surprise, with 
players from both sides saying the 
kick was obviously accidental. 



• j-.F iuteilrade SA Regional Office in Amman 
; ■. t piiips to employ a Jordanian with the follow- 
; in? qualifications: 

■ » Tchnical background/preferably mechanical 

i engineer. 

".penance in sales of industrial spare parts. 
oiUty to travsl in the Middle East 
xuellent knowledge of the English language, 
knowledge about working with P.C.s 
Between 25 and 40. 

; -:3.v3 send youf CV with references to: 

PAX Boy, 9*0*51 
Amman . 

KF Irrtertrade. is the part of the SKF Group 
‘sponsible tor ;sales and warehousing of the 
ivF procteirt# for the Middle East and Africa. 


will be held at 

tile tOoency Palace Hotel 

Starting Monday 15.2.1993 through 
Sunday 21.2.1993 (inclusive) 

&ntfe|M fumMlire, artwork, carpets.. 




QallO 


Bronze 


• riicles on sale win be exhibited daily 
Starting Monday 14.2.1993 at 10:00 a.m. 
Auction will foe held daily at 5:00 p.m. 

■'•cviwrs: Expertise & evaluation office 

1AW Afghani fr Co.) 
s-V mere tafatmation contact: 

: Shall At Mrttri, tel. 622617/638031 


QtitlEN BRIDGE 
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real suit and the rest of the auction 
was natural. We don't blame North 
for jumping tn four spades or East 
for doubling. 

West led the ace of hearts, and a 

heart continuation would have re- 
sulted in a one or two-trick set, de- 
pending on how declarer went about 
the play. Unfortunately, West elect- 
ed to cash her other two aces and 
then continue with a diamond. That 
almost surely marked East with four 
trumps, an declarer proceeded as if 
the cards were made of glass. 

After winning the diamond in 
dummy, declarer confidently fi- 
nessed the eight of Spades. Next 
came a heart to the king and a win- 
ning diamond from dummy. If East 
roffa, declarer would overruff, cross 
to the ace of trumps, return to hand 
with a diamond ruff to draw the last 
trump and s dummy is high, so East 
chose to diacard a dub. 

Declarer discarded her remaining 
heart and nifled a diamond. The 
queen of dubc was overtaken with 
the king and another diamond ruff 
reduced declarer to the same trump 
length at East. A spade to the tee 
and any card from the table trapped 
East in a trump coup- Making four- 

odd doubled, losing only to the three 


for 1994 Winter Olympics 


OSLO (AP) — Norwegians joke 
that, as good hosts, they may 
have to share a few gold medals 
with their guests at die 1994 
Winter Olympics in Lillehammer. 

After 20 Olympic medals in 
Albertville a year ago — only 
Germany, and the disbanded Uni- 
fied Team of former Soviet 
athletes did better — euphoria 
still rages among 4.3 million 
Norwegians, and expectations for 
Lillehammer are almost frighten- 
ing. 

Thousands of Norwegians with 
flags painted on their faces, ban- 
ners waving, bells changing and 
hopes high will turn out in Lille- 
hammer. 

“The result in AlbertviUe 
planted enormous expectations in 
the Norwegian people. Usually, 
the home court is an advantage, 
but because of all the pressure it 
could hurt," said Martin Burkhal- 
ter, vice president for sports at 
the Lillehammer Olympic Orga- 
nizing Committee. 

Because the games start just 
two years after Albertville, Nor- 
way's team should include: 1992 
stars, like Alpine skiers Kjeril 
Andre Aamodt and Finn Jagge, 
both Olympic gold medallists. 
And triple gold winners Vegard 
Ulvang and Bjorn D ah lie, who 
dominated Nordic skiing, and 
winning speed skater Johan Olav 
Koss. 

“We will have a group that did 
well before,” Burkhalter said. 
“We are preparing the same way 
we prepared for Albertville.” 

Norway's national pride was at 
stake as it prepared for Albertvil- 
le. At the Calgary Games, four 
years earlier, the unthinkable 
happened: For the first time, 
Norway a traditional powerhouse 
in Nordic skiing and speed skat- 
ing — did not win a winter 
Olympic gold medal. 

That humiliation inspired 
Olympiatoppen, a national prog- 
ramme in which a dozen major 
Norwegian businesses donated 
millions of kroner for bonuses, 
scholarships mid top coaching. 

The programme pushed special 
terms for such things as compul- 
sory military service, so an 
athlete at his peak would not 
spend a year marching instead of 
training. 

Perhaps most important, it 
promoted the exchange of exper- 
tise between disciplines. 

“For example, rowers are ex- 
perts on high altitude training. So 
we ask what use cross-country 
skiers- can make of that,” Bur- 
khalter said. 

Lffiehammer Olympics 
at a glance 


A quick look at the prepara- 
tions for the 1994 Winter Olym- 
pics to be held in Lillehammer, 
Norway Feb. 12-28: 

Where: 

— Lillehammer, 180 
kilometres north of Oslo, with 
other small towns around Nor- 
way's largest lake, Mjosa, and 
down the Gulbrandsdalen Valley 
in the Olympic Troll Park region. 

Lillehammer, population 
23,000, is the second smallest 
Olympic host city. Lake Placid, 



Olympic champion Kjetil Andre Aamodt of Norway clears a gate to 
takelfirat pfeceat the men's giant slalom at the A^ine World Ski 
ChampioiBliiiK in Shizidraislii, Japan, Feb. 10 (AFP photo) 


N.Y., 1980 Winter Games host, 
has smaller. 

Row fair 

— All venues within 60 
kilometres of Lillehammer. 

Why: 

— The Games are being held in 
1994, only two years after the last 
Winter Olympics in Albertville, 
because the TOC decided fo start 
alternating summer and winter 
games, the next summer games 
will be held in 1996, followed by 
Winter Olympics in 1998, and so 
on. 

What’s new: 

— AH venues: qualifying; stone 
medals; moguls medals; chil- 
dren’s tickets; about 20 countries 
from the former Soviet Union 
and Yugoslavia. 

What’s old: 

— Symbols based on an ancient 
rock carving of a skier; 1952 Oslo 
Games' flag; lighting the flame in 
the fireplace used by “the father 
of modem skiing,” 1000s skier 
Sondre Nordheim; viking theme. 

What’s ready: 

— The Lillehammer Olympic 
Park with two ski jumps, 30 
kilometres of Nordic ski trails, 
freestyle skiing arena and the 
10,000-seat Haakoni Hall ice 
hockey rink. 

— Hafjetl Alpine Center, 15 
kilometres north of Lillehammer, 
for slalom, giant slalom and 
women's downhill. 

— Kvitfjell Alpine Center. 50 
kilometres north of Lillehammer, 
for Super-G and men’s downhill. 

— The Himderfossen Bobsled 
and Luge Track, 15 kilometres 
north of Lillehammer. with a 
1,365 metres run. 

— The 8,000-seat Hammar 
Olympic Hall, a 250 metre speed 


skating rink- that looks like an 
overturned Viking ship. In 
Hamar, 56 kilometres south of 
Lillehammer on Lake Mjosa. 

— The 6,000-seat Hamar Ice 
Rink for figure skating and short 
track speed skating. 

What’s left: 

— The 5,500-seat Gjovik 
Olympic Cavern Hall ice hockey 
venue, the biggest civilian struc- 
ture ever built inside a mountain. 
In Ojovik, 45 kilometres south of 
Lillehammer. 

— Railroad and highway pro- 
jects; media and athletes' vil- 
lages; press centres; Olympic 
flame cauldron; signs and tem- 
porary facilities; ceremonies. 

How many: 

— About 1,800 athletes and 
1,200 officials from 75 countries, 
57 gold medals, 7,000 journalists, 

8.000 volunteers, 3,000 police, 

100.000 spectators and 2 billion 
television viewers. 

How much: 

— The games are projected to 
cost about 7.2 billion kroner 
($1.05 billion), plus spending on 
regional infrastructure. Re- 
venues: 2J5 billion kroner ($357 
million). The difference: 4.7 bil- 
lion kroner ($670 million) paid by 
the state and seen as long-term 
local investment. 

Pluses: 

— Snow; winter sports exper- 
tise; national pride; indoor skat- 
ing halls, refrigerated bobsled 
track; scenery; enthusiasm. 

Minuses: 

— Transportation; bousing shor- 
tage; prices; posable protests 
against Norway's whale hunts; 
four warm winters out of past 
five. 


eliminated, 

Becker 

advances 

MILAN (AP) — Ivan Lendl and 
Richard Krajicek joined the lift 
of departed seeds, joining top 
seeded Stefan Edbeig, No. 5 Guy- 
Forget and No. 6 Canos Costa as 
spectators at the $800,000 Murat- 
ts Time Indoor. 

Australia's Wally Masur eli- 
minated the fourth seeded Lendl 
7-6 (7-1) 4-6, 64 in two hours and 
nine minutes while Serai Brugera 
knocked off Krajicek 64. 7-6 
(9-7) in second round matches at 
die Milan Forum. 

Ed berg was eliminated by 
Omar Camporese Wednesday 
.'night. Forget fell to Jan 
Slemerink and Costa was downed 
| by Stefano Pescosofido. 

There were some surviving 
seeds, however. 

No. 2 Boris Becker defeated 
South African Wayne Ferreira in 
straight sees. 7-5, 6-3, and sailed 
into an all German quarterfinal 
against eighth seeded Michael 
Stidi. 

| Stidi struggled to a 6-2, 3-6, 7-6 
victory against Russian Alexan- 
1 der Volkov. 

Stich won the tie break 0-6 
after Volkov spoiled a match 
point on 6-5. 

, ' Third seeded Grech Petr Korda 
also earned a quarterfinal berth 
making short work of Swiss Marc 
Rosset, 6-1, 64. 

Becker, ranked 4th in the 
world, was off to a bad start as he 
lost his serve in fire first game. 

However, he made a counter- 
break in the tenth game and 
broke Ferreira again in the 12th 
game to win the first set in 52 
minutes. 

As Becker improved his play 
and fired passing shots from the 
baseline, Ferreira lost his serve 
again in the sixth game of the 
second set and the match in one 
hour and 40 minutes. 

Masur, 29, who's expected to 
be included in tbe Australian 
team for next month’s Davis Cup 
match against the United States, 
served well, played good back- 
hand shots and took advantage of 
Lendl's unforced errorsi 

Lendl, the only American en- 
try in the Milan Indoor, alter- 
nated good passing shots with an 
unusual series of mistakes from 
the baseline while his first serve 
was somewhat erratic. 

Lendl, 33 next month, rallied 
in' the second set, but Masur 
earned a decisive break in the 
10th game of the third when 
Lendl hit two consecutive drives' 
long. 


CHICAGO (AP) — Brazil and 
Germany’s June 10 clash in the 
U.S. Cap *93 has been scheduled 
for Washington's Robert's F. 
Kennedy Stadium and the Brazil- 
England game has been pushed 
back a day until June 13 in 
Washington, the U.S. Soccer 
Federation has announced. 

The announcement completes 
the schedule for the second 
annual, four-team exhibition 
event, which will be used as a 
small practice for next year's 


World Cup. 

The final schedule was delayed 
because of several competing 
events in the venues, including a 
Paul McCartney conceit at tbe 
Pontiac Silver dome near Detroit. 

The U.S. Cup, won last year by 
the United States over Portugal, 
Ireland and Italy, this year will 
include the United States. Brazil, 
Germany and England. 

It will open June 6 with the 
Americans playing Brazil in New 
Haven, and conclude June 19 at 


the Silverdome in a game be- 
tween Germany and England: 

The last game is exp«aed to 
draw considerable attention with 
World Cup organisers scheduled 
to test the integrity of a grass field 
indoors at the very site that will 
be used as the first indoor World 
Cup game. 

World Cup organisers also ex- 
pect to check security, media 
accreditation, game operations 
and other necessary functions re- 
quired for the World Cup. 
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FORECAST FOR SATURDAY FEBRUARY 13, 19 93 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Complete projects rather than Stan 
than this 'morning. Good new 
comes from a friend overseas- Din- 
ner plans may change abruptly, but 
all tarns out nicely. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You now see how you can utilise 
some new conditions to your 
advantage but it is important that 

you put some proven methods into 

such advaMed plans. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You are eager to have a greater 
abundance and in order to do so its 
time you spend more time with 
those who have made a success of 
their lives. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Take time oat to see and to be with 
good friends who have the lifestyle 
that appeals to you and you get 
some good ideas on how to emu- 
late their example. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Get oat in tbe world and 
be with those who have made their 
life very prosperous and find out 
from diem what yon can do to be 
equally so. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) This is 
tbe day for you to get into whatev- 
er progressive interests and activi- 
ties attract and appeal to you for 
you soon make them to your 
benefit. 

VIRGO: f August 22 to September 
22) Your hunches are unusually 
accurate and you cau follow them 


with the assurance that good 
suits will follow in lag Nans that 
animate you. 

UBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Forget that holding back while 

you balance what is best to be done 

and go along with the views of a 
brilliant associate who is quiefc in 
action. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) A day to make whatever 
changes interest you where any 
labour or other activities are con- 
cerned and you can achieve and 
accomplish big results. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Whatever pleasures 
and entertamment you want to be 
a pan of your life can be worked 
out to your advantage so avoid the 
drab, get into the exciting. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 ta 
January 20) A whole new attitude 
and weDbemg can be obtained at 
your residence now by (ntting in. a 
new course of action that can Iasi 
for sometime, has modern 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) A day to look at what you 
are doing in the outside world and 
with usual allies and to handle 
routines so you have a greater 
amount of productivity. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Take some time out now to 
thin k about just what you can do 
by adopting new methods and up 
to date systems where your finan- 
cial affaire are ooncerned. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“I need to get some hipper clothes. 
You know, like the ones they 
wear on The Brady Bunch!” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, r i i - ' ^ 

one (attar to each square, to farm '* > \ 1 / * 5 

tow ordinary wonts. vay 


U.S. Cup ’93 schedule announced 


LOFAR 


COUPH 


KUNTE 


SHABIN 


THE CAMERA BUSS' 
RACE ENPE P 
IN THIS. 


Now arrange the circled hatters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer a 


yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: ROUSE DERBY BANGLE FAULTY 
Answer: What the tired crook got after his arrest — 

A REST 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Jamefe Barrick 


ACROSS 

1 Zoo animals 
5 Height 

9 Surrounded by 
13 Mfl. acronym 
J4 .Waterless 

15 Zola work 

16 Computer work 

19 0raol the 
Mums 

20 Poster word 

21 — Aviv 

22 Abbr. tn bus. 

34 Puts up 

28 Whitney 

29 Ptarn bristle 

31 Certain votes 

32 AJgonqwan chief 

35 Allowance 

36 Ceremonial 
marches 

38 Hoodwink 

39 Fabled racer 

40 River tn France 

41 Room lor 
relaxation 

42 High lug 

*3 wrist s to do 

45 Certari anrt. 

46 Depot abbr. 

49 Spfli 

52 Consumed 
54 Modem-day 
typmg 

57 ■— <teu (prayer 
desk] 

58 First father 

59 Wild plum 
GO Basics 

61 Becomes solid 
B2 Regw* abbr. 

DOWN 

t Student in • 
uniform 

2 Attentive 

3 Kind at recall' 

4 Louver 

5 Swiss river 

6 Press 

7 Transparent 
mineral 

SEngkshPM 
9 Goon genus 

10 Delicate 

tem 

11 Hotel 



>982 Tncum MM Sotbgo. Inc 
A1 Right! Rnmtf 


12 HammarskfOid 
at the UN 

17 Biuefish 

18 British gun 

23 Proton sentence 

25 Embers 

26 Short and kjo» 
point 

27 Dracbon letters 
26 Selfish 

29 Fiery tefony 

30 Dam in a stream 

32 Shoot 

33 Come to be 
34Sone:pref. 

35 Gets some 

shut-eye 

37 Pafindromlc 
name 

38 — iajr 
texoessiveM 

41 Most 
44 Felows 

*5 Decorative 
transfer 
46 Set of steps 

over a tenon 


Yesterday's; Puzzle Sufrett: 


-.-□no nnHQ nnnno 
Bfjran nnnor 

nnoon 

□□□unniD cisraanno 

oaon -nan 
QgBBni uuubo Bonn 
nBRnnnnn^nnnnnrB 

OOBB DBBD UOBQB 
Tinn onno doobbo 
riri „pn annn 

BdOHn Bruin FiBfin 
f^nni monn nnnn 
nOuBPl BHIBB nrrntn 


47 Character 

48 Make cross 

50 vaunt 

51 Rich deport 


£3 Helper: abbr. 

54 Depression c 

55 Ban 
SB Lenars 
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LONDON (R> — Following are ihe buying and selling rates for 
leading world amende? and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One U.S. dollar 


One sterling - 
One ounce of gold 


1.2534/39 
1 .6475/85 • 
1.8530/40 
1.5265/75 . 

33.90/94 
•5.5750/800 
1538/1540 
120.45/50 
7,4400/500 • 
7.0050/150 • 
6.3200/300 
SI .4170/80 
S330.10i33U.b0 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


Nivea body milk and Nivea 
body lotion launched 
in the Middle East 


AMMAN — Beiersdorf AG. 
the world's leading skin care 
specialist, introduced their 
latest product into the region 
by launching Nivea body lotion 
in tandem with Nivea bodv 
milk. 

Mr. SukJtjian and 'Sons Co. 
agents of Beiersdorf ' A. G. 
company in Jordan h$ld a re- 
ception Wednesday evening on 
the occasion of their starting to 
market the new product Nivea 
body lotion and Nivea bodv 
milk. 

Mr. Arthur. Suklijian. depu- 
ty director general of Mr. 
Suklijian Co. said the new pro- 
ducts are considered to be a 
.source 'of pride in ihe Field of 
skin -care and in protecting it 
from the harmful effects of the 
climate in the Middle East. 

Mr. Herbert Wietelmann. 
. marketing manager for the 
Middle East, said Nivea body 
milk a rich and creamy non- 
greasy' lotion, which is based 
on a water in oil formula, is 
especially designed to provide 
intensive, long-iasting care., 
protecting the sldn from drying 
out. Its unique and advanced 
formula actually retains mois-’ 
ture in the. skin up 10 three 
rimes longer than conventional 
lotions. 

Nivea body Sorion provides 


optimum protection for all skin 
types and provides a total skin 
care. The new lotion is light, 
delicately fragranced, and 
quickly absorbed into the skin 
due to its oil in water base. 
Nivea lotion also protects, 
while retaining the skin's natu- 
ral moisture balance, making it 
the perfect daily moisturiser 
for every day use. 

Mr. Wietelmann added that 
Nivea body milk and Nivea 
body lotion complete the fami- 
ly circle of Nivea products and 
with these products Beiersdorf 
pla’n to continue to provide a 
lifetime of caring for a whole 
new generation. 

Mr. Donal Kitalea, director 
of Fortune Promoseven- for 
advertising, marketing and 
public relations in the Middle 
East. ■ said the new product 
from Beiersdorf of AG in the 
Middle East coincides with an 
intensive and large promotion 
campaign, adding that the 
company has assigned $1 mil- 
lion. to market its skin care 
’products in the Middle East 
thus stressing the extent of its 
commitment and interest in the 
region’s markets. 

The reception which was 
held at the Amman Marriott 
Hole! was attended by a large 
number of those interested and 
journalists. 
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U.S. Dollar in Interna dona! Markets 


Currency 
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Sidling Pound' 
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Swiss Franc 
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1.1726 



■' tsn PYr sti; 

* ERispcw ORmiae rb &M a.m. I!MT 
EB l O OUi enty Interest Bates 


Currency 


Deutsche Mark 
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Metai 

(JSD/Oz 

Gold 

331.5.5 


Metal 

USD/Or 
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Silver 

3.75 

.Aid 


Rate BaBetii 


0.6950 


0.96 To 


Central Bank of Iordan 

I . 


U.S. Dollar 


Sterling -Pound 


DeuLsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 4 


Dotcfa Guilder 


Swedish Krona- 


Italian Lira"'' 


Belgian Franc 


- JVr 100 

Other Ca nRndo 


Currency ■ 


Bahraini Dinar 


Saudi Riyal 


Kuwahi Dinar - 


(jatari Riyal 


Egyptian Pound 


Omani Rival 


DAE Dirham 


Greek Drachma^ 


Cypriot Pound 


CAB Indices for Amman Financial Market 
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Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel.: 634144 


Robert De Niro & Nick Nolte 
in 


Shows: 12:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 p m. 
Special show lor children on Jh. & Fri 
at 11:00 a.m. 

The Rugs 



Tel.: 675571 


Nab 3 A 1 Mashlui Theatre 


Nabil Al IWashini Theatre 

Tuesday January 5th marks the opening of 
the new theatre season presenting: 

Pandemonium (Ta’a wa Qaimeh) 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. 

Tickets office open all day 


Crime, corruption corrodi 
Russian state at all levels 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin said Friday S2 bil- 
lion had gone missing from the 
balance of payments of Russia's 
foreign trade ministry over nine 
months of last year. Interfax 
News Agency reported. 

He told a special conference on 
crime and cprruption the $2 bil- 
lion figure was the gap between 
the real turnover of the ministry 
and its balance sheet from Janu- 
ary to September 1992. 

Mr. Yeltsin said ii was not 
known where the money was. 

“Which foreign banks is the 
money working for? Who in the 
government profits from this 
lawlessness?” he asked. “We. 
meanwhile, are chasing pickpock- 
ets.” 

Mr. Yeltsin told the conference 
crime and corruption were cor- 
roding the Russian state from top 
to bottom and were the greatest 
danger facing the country. 

The president sacked Pyotr 
Aven as foreign trade minister 
last December, saying he was not 
satisfied with his work. 

Meanwhile, the Russian gov- 
ernment has won the backing of 
regional authorities to push 
ahead with reforms and central 
bank opposition to tough monet- 
ary policies is weakening. 

Deputy Prime Minister Boris 
Fyodorov said Friday the course 
of economic reforms and their 


implementation this year had 
been discussed at an expanded 
cabient meeting Thursday 
attended by regional leaders and 
officials. 

“The majority of people sup- 
ported the government, so the 
government now has a clear-cut 
action plan for this year with 
about 10U points in it.” he told a 
news conference. 

Mr. Fyodorov, a liberal eco- 
nomist responsible for overall 
strategy, also said there had been 
positive changes in the central 
bank's attitude towards tight 
monetary policies. 

"They are starting to agree 
with us. I have witnessed a 
change in their attitude in the 
past weeks,” he said. 

Russian Central Bank Chair- 
man Viktor Gerashchenko, for- 
mer head of the Soviet State 
Sank, had been criticised by 
some of the reformist cabinet 
members for fuelling inflation by 
injecting billions of roubles into 
the economy. 

Mr. Fyodorov, speaking during 
a stopover on his way to 
Washington for talks with the 
International Monetary Fund and 
World Bank, said there would be 
a return to tight monetary poli- 
cies this year. 

This policy has now been con- 
firmed by executive powers 
throughout the country, he said. 


The reform action plan involves 
setting limits on slate credits and 
money supply on a monthly and 
quarterly basis, he said. 

Asked about possible opposi- 
tion from Mr Gerashchenko. Mr. 
Fyodorov said there had been 
changes in the central bank 
chiefs position. 

“I was personally criticising 
him. It is very weird io hear from 
the ‘central bank that rouble and 
monetary policy is not impor- 
tant. ” he said. 

The central bank, subordinate 
to Ihe conservative-dominated 

parliament, has been granting 
soft loans to industry and agricul- 
ture to ’prevent enterprises from 
going bankrupt. 

The loose monetary policy has 
taken the country to the brink of 
hyperinflation. Last year inflation 
wsa 2,200 per cent. 

Mr. Fyodorov said Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin 
had also reconsidered the wisdom 
of allocating an extra 200 billion 
roubles ($360 million) in low in- 
terest loans to (he energy sector, 
a decision approved by parlia- 
ment in December. 

But the deputy premier said 
energy remained a priority area 
for the government. “The gov- 
ernment will be pushing for large 
projects in the oil and gas sec- 
tor.” he said. 

He noted that Russian domes- 
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tic energy prices remained well 
below world market levels, but 
said (he price structure in the 
sector was changing. There have 
been a series of administratively 
controlled price rises. 

''It will take some time for 
price levels to reach world 
levels," he said. 

In another area. Russia's strug- 
gling farm sector needs billions of 
roubles in extra support to ensure 
adequate food supplies and res- 
cue farmers from the jaws of 
bankruptcy. 

Agriculture Minister Viktor 
Khlystun told a news conference 
that a recent government resolu- 
tion on emergency aid for farms 
was vital to help with purchases 
of seed, fuel and fertilisers for 
this year's spring sowing cam- 
paign. 

“We cannot get by without 
state support for the agro- 
industrial complex in the near 
future." he said. 

The resolution, signed by Mr. 
Chernomyrdin on Jan. 23. prop- 
osed granting low- interest loans 
to farmers • and raised the possi- 
bility of writing off their debts to 
help finance capital investment. 

Commonwealth Television said 
Lhe measures would add 160 bil- 
lion roubles ($2.30 million) to the 
1993 budget, whose deficit is 
already destined to overshoot ini- 
tial targets. 

But Mr. Khlystun said more 
was needed to cover spring sow- 
ing costs estimated at ahout oOO 
billion roubles (51 billion). 

The government made clear 
that farmers would not be able to 
cover expenses through higher 
bread prices. 

ITAR-TASS news agency said 
Mr. Chernomyrdin signed a sepa- 
rate resolution, fixing hread 
prices in the first quarter of (his 
year to curb inflation, estimated 
at 2,200 per cent in 1.992. 

The reso ( ution said the bread 
price would be based on the price 
paid to farmers for grain of 
12.000 roubles (S21) a tonne, but 
it did not say how much bread 
would cost to the consumer or 
what the level of subsidies would 
be. 

Profits of flour mills and baker- 
ies were limited to 15 per cent of 
production costs and local au- 
thorities were instructed to look 
into retail marti-li og -^on bread 
prices- with gS^^tg-reducing 
them. .. 

Mr. Khlystun. commenting on 
the new support for. agriculture, 
said that wim'out assistance far- 
mers would be unable to buy the 
required amounts of seed, fertilis- 
ers or fuel. 

This year's budget only co- 
vered about a quarter of agro- 
industrial investment needs. In 
order to ease these financial 
problems, the government re- 
solution proposes that enterprises 
from ail industrial sectors contri- 
bute three per cent of revenue to 
support the farm sector. 

Mr. Khlystun was optimistic 
about the future of private farm- 
ing in Russia despite financial 
difficulties that are forcing many 
to abandon the land. 

“Very often the figure is cited 
that 5,000 fanners have given up 
thier land and the farms cease to 
exist. I must say franky that I 
thought this figure would be 
much greater,” he said. 


Gnema 


CONCORD 


Tel.: 677420 


Kevin Costner and Whitney Houston 

BODYGUARD 

Shows: 12:30, 3:15.- 6 00, 8:30. 10:30 

Free Car Parking 


AL DALAL ESTABLISHMENT 

in Plaza Hotel Building 

25% discount 
on all famous perfumes 


Cinema 


TeL: 699238 


Basic Instinct 


Starring: Michael Douglas 
and 

Sharol Stone 



Steak House 

The Best Steak in Town 

I ml — )lll_q.»ai9 

The PhJodebhio « Wi 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 p.m. ^ 


Nabil & Hisham's 

AH LAN THEATRE 


presents 

“Welcome New World Order — 93” 

a political comedy review 

Daily, except for Saturdays & Sundays at 8:30 p.m. 
Matinee on Thursdays at 4:30 p.m. 

Box office opep daily 





REQUIRED 

Foreign regional office in Amman is seeking lo employ full time 
female office administrator with the following qualifications: 

- University degree. 

- Minimum 2 years experience. 

-Fluent in English, written and spoken. 

- Typing and computer skills (Word Processor and spread sheet) 
are a must. 

Candidates will receive offers according to qualifications: 
Qualified candidates, please send your CV to: 

Regional office manager 

P.O.Box 926993, Amman - Jordan 
All applications will be treated in strict confidence. 
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Russia tentatively welcomes U.S. 
initiative for former Yugoslavia 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia tenta- 
tively welcomed U.S. President 
BiU Clinton’s peace initiative for 
fanner Yugoslavia Friday and 
aid Moscow already had a spe- 
cial envoy in place to help the 
search for peace. 

**Any additional initiatives that 
could help make the search for 
peace more active on the basis of 
proposals by international 
mediators are welcomed by Rus- 
sia,” Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Sergei Yastrzhembsky told a 
news briefing. 

The Clinton administration 
announced Wednesday limited 
**** to resolve the conflict by 
diplomatic means, including the 
appointment of a special envoy. 
Reginald Bartholomew. 

Asked whether Russia would 


appoint its own special envoy to 
help bring peace. Mr. Yas- 
tarczhemtosky said it already had 
one. Deputy Foreign Minister 
Vitaly Churkin. 

He said Mr. Churkin's status 
was equivalent to that of Mr. 
Bartholomew. 

He said Russia viewed Mr. 
Churkin's mission in the Yugosla- 
via talks as so important that it 
had always considered him as 
representative of the Russian 
leadership. 

"I don't know when he was 
formally appointed the presi- 
dent's representative," the 
spokesman said. 

Mr. Yastrzhembsky said Mr. 
Churkin would represent Russia 
at peace talks in New York on 
Feb. 17. 

M We consider that Russia has 
long been, is now. and will be 
heavily involved in this process." 

.Mr. Bartholomew, the U.S. 
ambassador to NATO, was flying 
to Moscow Friday. Mr. Yas- 
tzzfaembsky said he would meet 


Mr. Churkin and Russian Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev, prob- 
ably Saturday morning. 

Mr. Bartholomew told Reuters 
in Brussels Thursday that the aim 
of his Moscow meetings would be 
"to develop and maintain the 

cooperative relationship that is 

important on this issue." 

Mr. Churkin, 40, has served at 
the Soviet embassy in Washing- 
ton and speaks fluent English. He 
was Mr. Yastrzhembsky’s prede- 
cessor as ministry spokesman and 
was close to former Soviet Fore- 
ign Minister Eduard Shevard- 
nadze. 

He has concentrated on the 
Balkans over the past few 
months, making several visits to 
the region. 

Fighting relaxes 
in Sarajevo 

Meanwhile the warring parties 
in Bosnia relaxed their grip on 
beleaguered Sarajevo Friday af- 
ter the Bosnian capital was rock- 
ed by some of the worst fighting 
of the 10-month civil war. 

A French soldier died early 
Friday from injuries he and three 
compatriots suffered the day be- 
fore in Sarajevo when a mortar 
bomb ripped into their armoured 
vehicle. 

Another of the soldiers, serv- 
ing with the United Nations Pro- 
tection Force in Former Yugosla- 
via (UNPROFOR). was in critic- 
al condition. French military 
sources said in Paris. 

The latest fighting came after 
the Bosnian government said it 
would accept no more humanita- 
rian aid for Sarajevo until the 
U.N. succeeds in getting supplies 
to 100.000 people cut off by Serb 
forces in eastern Bosnia. 

Heavy firing involving mortars. 


machine guns and small arms 
broke out in the dty centre early 
in the morning after a night of 
steady shooting in the besieged 
city. 

But the fighting died down 30 
minutes later and sun-drenched 
Sarajevo became eerily quiet, 
apart from the occasional sniper 
plying his deadly trade in Novo 
Sarajevo district, local reporters 
said. 

Fighting was also reported else- 
where in Bosnia . particularly 
near Bratunao on the border with 
Serbia. 

In Croatia the situation was 
tense amid reports of artillery 
battles near the port city of Zadar 
and central Croatian towns of 
Gospic and Kariovac. 

Friday’s fighting in Sarajevo 
came a day after some of the 
heaviest battles between rival 
Serbs. Croats and Muslims since 
rebel Serbs rejecting Bosnian in- 
dependence laid siege to the city 
fast April. 

Fighting was particularly fierce 
around the airport, the life-line 
for Sarajevo's 380.000 stranded 
residents. 

U.N. operations at the airport 
stopped as U.N. workers and 
soldiers dived for cover. A plane 
Which flew in to pick up 14 
wounded and sick children was 
almost hi! by a mortar round and 
left immediately before taking 
anyone aboard. 

A special envoy of, the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Refugees 
( UNHCR) in Belgrade confirmed 
that the Bosnian government was 
refusing to accept humanitarian 
aid for the time being. 

"They’re not permitting any 
aid to be distributed and we’re 
unloading (the supplies) into the 
warehouse." envoy Jose Maria 
Mendelud told reporters. 


He said the local leaders in the 
besieged town of Tuzla in eastern 
Bosnia were threatening to join 
the boycott to show solidarity 
with Muslim villages denied U.N. 
relief supplies. 

Mr. Mendelud blamed Serbs 
for preventing supplies from get- 
ting to Muslim villages in eastern 
Bosnia. U.N. offidais have ac- 
cused the Serb forces of laun- 
ching a new campaign of '’ethnic 
cleansing” to force Muslims out 
of the region. 

The French trooper's death 
Friday brought to 12 the number 
of French troops killed in former 
Yugoslavia, and to 27 the total 
number of UNPROFOR deaths. 

U.N. Secretary-General Bout- 
ros Ghali Thursday recommended 
only a six-week renewal of U.N. 
peacekeepers in Croatia to give 
negotiators time to repair a year- 
old peace treaty blown apart in 
recent fighting. 

The UNPROFOR in Croatia 
has been nearly paralysed since 
Croatia's army on Jan. 22 began 
to bombard Serb-dominated 
areas under U.N. protection. 

In retaliation Serbs broke into 
U.N.-guarded storage areas to 
remove their heavy weapons and 
blamed peacekeepers for their 
casualties. UNPROFOR's man- 
date expires on Feb. 21. 

In a report to the Security 
Coundi. Dr. Ghali said the coun- 
dl had the option of renewing the 
mandate without change, could 
give UNPROFOR more enforce- 
ment power in Croatia, or could 
pull the troops out completely. 

But he said none of the options 
were feasible under the current 
stalemate and proposed Cyrus 
Vance and Lord Owen, co- 
chairman of the conference on 
the former Yugoslavia, find a way 
out of the impasse. 


Mitterrand reviews troops, urges Cambodian peace 


ANGKOR WAT, Cambodia (R) 
— French President Francois 
Mitterrand visited French 
peacekeeping troops in Cambo- 
dia Friday to show support for an 
-ambitious United Nations peace 
■ dan being hampered by Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas. 

He and Defence Minister Pier- 
re Jooce visited French soldiers in 
the northwestern town of Siem 
Reap. Some 1,500 French troops 
are among 22,000 peacekeepers 
seat to Cambodia to help prevent 
lighting and prepare for May 
elections., 

Mr. Mitterrand, who was given 
a tour by Prince Norodom Siha- 
nouk of the ancient Khmer tem- 
ples of Angkor near Siem Reap, 
urged the Khmer Rouge, two 
other guerrilla groups and the 
government to stick to the peace 
plan they signed in 1991. 

French mrtrtary mine-clearing 
experts, pilots, police and others 
helping Ud roads and ports 
explained their jobs to Mr. Mit- 
terrand, who made a ground- 
breaking three-day visit to Viet- 


nam before flying to Cambodia 
Thursday. 

One French officer described 
how his men were training 360 
Cambodians to clear some of the 
millions of mines laid by the 
Khmer Rouge. Cambodian far- 
mers missing one or two tegs 
because of mines are a familiar 
sight. 

The Khmer Rouge is the only 
signatory of the Paris accord 
which has refused to disarm and 
take part in elections. 

Mr. Mitterrand flew from Siem 
Reap to Ho Chi Minh City in 
Vietnam later Friday, where he 
changed planes and left for 
France. He has offered rare 
Western support, both economic 
and political, to Vietnam's Com- 
munist government. 

While in Hanoi he urged Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton to lift the 
embargo Washington imposed on 
Hanoi in 1964 — a decade after 
French colonial rule over In- 
dochina ended and a year before 
the United States sent in troops 
on a large scale to fight its own 


unsuccessful war. 

Mr. Mitterrand announced that 
French aid to Vietnam would 
double this year and France 
would try to help Hanoi get loans 
from the World Bank and the 
Internationa] Monetary Fund. 

Sources close to his delegation 
said French aid for Vietnam 
would reach about 300 million 
francs ($53 million) this year. 

While the World Bank and 
IMF praise free-market reforms 
that are fuelling growth in Viet- 
nam, Washington blocks loans 
from the institutions. 

Mr. Mitterrand said France, 
which ruled Vietnam for almost a 
century, wanted to close the 
chapter on a sometimes painful 
past and be the first Western 
country to help Vietnam get the 
technology, money and cultural 
support it needed. 

On Wednesday he visited Dien 
Bien Phu where Vietnamese 
forces led by General Vo Nguyen 
Giap defeated an elite French 
army unit in 1954. bringing an 
end to colonial rule. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


: Major wins 1st round in libel case 

LONDON (R) — Prime Minister John Major Friday won a first 
victory in a libel case he brought against a news magazine that 
reported rumours of an extra-marital affair. BPCC Magazines 
(Colchester) Ltd. printers of the New Statesman And Society, 
and its distributors Comags and newsagent John Menzies apolo- 
gised in the high court and paid undisclosed damage to Mr. Major 
and caterer Clare Latimer. The magazine itself has said it will 
contest libel actions brought separately by Mr. Major and Ms. 
Latimer following an article citing rumours that the two had had 
an affair. This has raised the prospect of Mr. Major being 
^questioned in court over his private life. Last Friday Mr. Major 
, rejected an expression of regret by the magazine. "The litigation 
Continues until the New Statesman and the other defendants take 
'a realistic view of the matter." a spokesman for the prime 
.minister's solicitors said then . Ms. Latimer. 41. who was in court 
Friday, said: "1 am pleased with the outcome so far. but I will 
cany on pursuing this. The other actions are continuing and I 
hope they get tidied up very quickly." 

Yeltsin launches offensive on crime 

MOSCOW f R) — President Boris Yeltsin said Friday that crime 
and corruption were corroding the Russian state from top to 
! bottom and were the greatest danger facing the country, 
! ITAR-TASS News Agency said. "Crime has become problem 
number one," he told a special conference on crime in Moscow. 
“Crime tuts acquired such a scale and character that it poses great 
danger for individual people and for the whole Russian state.' 1 
“Organised crime has become a direct threat to Russian national 
interests.” Mr. Yeltsin said, adding that 40 per cent of private 
' businessmen and two-thirds of private companies were linked to 
corruption. “Corruption in the organs of power and administra- 
tion is htc rally corroding the state body of Russia from top to 
.bottom,” he said, according to TASS. Mr. Yeltsin was opening a 
' high-level two-day meeting in Moscow aimed at mapping out a 
strategy to fight the crime epidemic. 

Rwanda rebels claim bloody ambush 

NGARAMA, Rwanda (R) — Rebels in Rwanda said they had 
hilled about 250 government troops in an ambush on a convoy 
only hours after declaring a truce. In the capital Kigali, 

• government sources said Friday more than half a million people 
had now fled four days of fighting in the north of the central 
African nation. Paul Kagame, military chief of the Rwandan 
Patriotic Front (RPF), said at his bush headquarters late 

• Thursday his guerrillas attacked a convoy of four buses carrying 
remforeemeats to the besieged north western town of Ruhengeri. 
"We completely destroyed three buses and killed around 250 

- government troops." Mr. Kagame told reporters. Many soldiers’ 
bodies were burned in the ambush at Tumba. where the rebels are 
dug in near the Ruhengeri road 32 kilometres north of Kigali, he 
'said. The government has not mentioned the attack. But the 
defence ministry Friday accused the RPF of launching other raids 
despite the rebel announcement Thursday of a halt in an offensive 
wind) broke an earlier ceasefire. 


Catholic killed in N. Ireland attack 

BELFAST (R) — A Roman Catholic father of four was killed and 
his one-year-old son injured when gunmen fired through the 
window of his home in County Armagh, police said. The 
32-year-old man was identified as Thomas Molloy. His baby son 
was treated in hospital for minor injuries. Police said the man had 
been watching television with his wife and family near Loughgall 
when the attack occurred. No one claimed responsibility for the 
shooting, but it was thought to have been carried out by loyalist 
gunmen who have admitted to most of the killings in Northern 
Ireland this year. Security forces said Mr. Molloy had no 
paramilitary connections and seemed to be an innocent victim of a 
random killing. He was the 1 1th victim, nine of them civilians, to 
be murdered in Ulster this year. 

Justices Brennan, Marshall receive awards 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Former Supreme Court Justices Wil- 
liam Brennan Jr. and the late Thurgood Marshall, two friends 
whose careeis spanned the civil rights era. were honoured for 
their contributions to a free press. The Freedom Forum, an 
international advocacy group for the cause of free speech and free 
press, conferred its free spirit awards on the two jurists, an 
honour accompanied by grants of S 100.000 each. "No Americans 
in the 20th century did so much for human rights as they did,” 
remarked former Chief Justice Warren Burger in a letter to the 
awards dinner. 

American wins World Press Photo prize 

AMSTERDAM, Netherlands (AP) — American photographer 
James Nachtwey won the World Press Photo Prize Friday for his 
picture of an emaciated Somali woman carrying a dead child to its 
grave. It was selected from 19.420 entries competing for the 
honour, one of the most prestigious in photojournalism. The 
photo, entitled Somalia, was shot on a desiccated field near 
Bardera last November for the Paris based Magnum Photos 
Agency and published in the French newspaper Liberation. The 
15.000-guilder ($8,100) annual award will be presented at a 
ceremony here April 27. The winners of the two other top awards 
in the competition were also Americans. Magnum photographer 
Eugene Richards won the Leica Oskar Bamack Award tor best 
picture story with his series The Wetlands Of Northern Nigeria. 
Free-lance photographer Jan Sonnenmair won the Budapest 
Award for best expression of human emotion with A Legacy Of 
AIDS. 

U.S. to begin AIDS vaccine tests 

BOSTON (AP) — U.S. officials are set to begin nationwide tests 
to try to block the spread of AIDS from pregnant women to their 
offspring. Officials are optimistic that vaccines and injections of 
potent antibodies might block infection in some newborn infants. 
Dr. John L. Sullivan of the University of Massachusetts Medical 
Centre in Worcester, said Thursday. "Do 1 think we have the 
vaccine that's going to do the job? I don't think so.” Dr. Sullivan 
said. But "it's very likely it could induce some protection.” 





'Hi i ini 

uuULjB 




Bianca Jagger (centre), former Miss- Nicaragua and 
representative of tbe American non-governmental 
humanitarian organisation Equality Now, greets 
Muslim refugee girls from embattled Bosnia- 


Herzegovina. The refugees found shelter in Camp 
Resnik, at the immediate vicinity of the Croatian 
capital, Zagreb (AFP photo). 


Angola rebels reportedly seize Huambo 


Gen. Giap sal next to Mr. 
Mitterrand at a banquet in Hanoi 
Tuesday that was hosted by Viet- 
namese President Le Du Anh. 
another former general who 
spent his military career fighting 
against first the French, then the 
Americans. 

Diplomats said Mr. Mitter- 
rand’s visit to Vietnam, a rival of 
Cambodia's for centuries, 
appeared to irritate Prince Siha- 
nouk, the Cambodian head of 
state. 

But they said Mr. Mitterrand's 
trip to Phnom Penh and Siem 
Reap was meant to press the 
Khmer Rouge and others to push 
ahead with the U.N. peace plan 
and show French supper: for 
Prince Sihanouk's central role. 

Mr. Yasushi Akashi, head of 
the U.N. peacekeeping mission, 
toid Mr. Mitterrand durirg his 
visit that the peace agreement 
which France helped to broker 
was still valid even though the 
U.N. had been forced to make 
modifications. 


LUANDA (R) — The Angolan 
government said its troops were 
fighting desperately Friday to 
stop UNIT A rebels from seizing 
the second city of Huambo. 

Diplomats in Luanda said it 
could fall within 4S hours. 

"The situation is fluid but it 
looks very bleak for the govern- 
ment. It is plausible that UNITA 
could take control within the next 
two days,” a Western diplomat 
told Reuters. 

In Lisbon, diplomats said 
Huambo may already have fallen 
and the government was on the 
verge of military collapse. 

Aid workers said thousands of 
wounded were trapped in the 
central highland dty, where the 
government and UNITA 
(National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola) rebels 
have been fighting for more than 
a month. 

. The battle is tbe centrepiece of 
the war which resumed after UN- 
ITA rejected its September elec- 
toral defeat and began to expel 
local authorities from 75 per cent 
of the country in violation of 1991 


peace accords. 

U.N. offidais were trying to 
arrange a truce to allow mercy 
flights of food and medical aid to 
be flown into the dty devastated 
by armour, artillery and air 
attacks. 

But U.N. spedal representa- 
tive Margaret Anstee has been 
unable to contact UNITA leader 
Jonas Savimbi whose whereab- 
outs were unknown. 

Rebel radio said UNITA forces 
had seized Huambo Airport and 
captured the riot police barracks 
after heavy fighting. 

"The airport and the barracks 
of the notorious riot police have' 
been under the total control of 
tbe armed forces for the libera- 
tion of Angola since early this 
morning," UNITA's Voice of 
Resistance of the Black Cockerel 
reported. 

The government said its hard 
pressed troops were resisting a 
UNITA onslaught, which it said 
was led by white mercenaries in 
South African-made armoured 
cars. 

“Fieri* clashes have taken 
place on the outskirts of the 


government palace and the milit- 
ary academy,” it said in a state- 
ment carried on state radio. 

Eleven UNITA rebels were 
killed and one captured, it said. 

The diplomats said they be- 
lieved UNITA was trying to 
capture Huambo, its former 
headquarters, to place itself in a 
position of strength at the nego- 
tiating table. 

A second round of peace talks 
between the government and 
UNITA should have taken place 
in Addis Ababa Wednesday but 
was called off at the last minute 
by the rebels. 

The Dutch Defence Ministry 
said Friday the Netherlands was 
pulling 14 of its 27 United Na- 
tions staff out of Angola follow- 
ing a recommendation by U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros Gha- 
li. 

Dr. Ghali recommended last 
month the U.N. pull back its 
personnel to the capital of Luan- 
da and reduce staff to 64 down 
from a 714-strong operation. But 
Security Council members at the 
time were divided on whether to 
follow that recommendation. 


Tutu rethinks stance on Pretoria sanctions 


CAPE TOWN, South Africa 
(AP) — Anglican Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu said Friday he 
was ready to call for the easing of 
anti -apartheid sanctions once a 
transitional administration is in 
place. 

"The minute" such a tran- 
sitional body was formed. Arch 
Tutu would be in touch with the 
U.S. government and say "that is 
our request... that f»t) should be 
dealt with «?* a.*d effi- 

ciently." 

A trans. ' Juld help 

oversee the >s. ... . r minority 
rule, but would no* ■* '-’e the full 
status of ar •’ vernmeni. 

A major if . "sanctions 
against South Africa «.id winner 
of the 1984 Nobel Peace Prize for 
his efforts against apartheid. 
Arch. Tutu spoke of his change in 
position in an interview with the 
Associated Press. 


While Arch. Tutu's new stance 
could be an important factor, the 
influence of the African National 
Congress (ANC). the main black 
opposition group, is seen as the 
main factor on the future of 
sanctions. The ANC still supports 
sanctions. 

Arch. Tutu originally called for 
fully fledged economic sanctions 
in April 1986. Five years later he 
said he would reconsider calling 
for the lifting of economic sanc- 
tions when the government takes 
effective steps to end political 
violence or when an interim gov- 
ernment is elected, whichever 
comes sooner. 

"I am certain that there are 
people who support our stance 
would support this refinement of 
it.” Arch Tutu said. 

"I am giving the assurance that , 
I would be ready to write • to 
President Clinton and say to him. 
give South Africa access to the 


World Bank and to the IMF 
(International Monetary Fund) if 
a transitional arrangement 
acceptable broadly is concluded 
which would ensure multi-party 
control of the security forces." 
Arch Tutu said. 

Western nations have eased 
some sanctions, but South Africa 
is barred from the World Bank 
and IMF loans, which it wants to 
help its economy, mired in the 
fourth year of recession 

"I want to see the end to 
‘apartheid and to see democracy 
happen and to see an end to the 
misery of our people,” Arch. 
Tutu said. "That has always been 
my aim. Now I am saying we 
want to lift sanctions but only 
when those conditions (have been 
met). I have refined it now. I 
don’t think you could say it more 
specifically, more exactly, more 
categorically.” 


Philippine volcano erupts again 


LEGAZPI. Philippines (R) — 
Mount Mayon in the Philippines 
erupted in rumbling clouds of 
superheated steam, smoke and 
ash Friday, prompting villagers at 
the base of the volcano to flee for 
their lives. 

A series of explosions shook 
the crater of the volcano 330 
kilometres south of Manila, 
spewing a mushroom cloud of ash 
and sand high into the sky. 

A tumbling river of lava spilled 
out of the crater and cascaded 
down deep gullies cut in the 
southeast slope of the volcano. 

Villagers who had refused to 
leave their homes and farms 


around the foot of the mountain 
ran for their lives when a nimble 
and clouds of grey and black 
smoke signalled the start of the 
first eruption since 1984. 

Nobody was reported injured, 
but volcanologists cautioned the 
eruption was only moderate so 
for and could get worse. 

"We feel this will intensify in 
the next hours or days.” volcano 
expert Leonila Bautista said. 

More than 50,000 people living 
in the 10 kilometres danger area 
around the cone had already been . 
evacuated to relief centres' after a 
violent explosion last week 
burned more than 60 people to 


death. 

"We heard rumbling sounds. 1 
thought it was just a rock fall so I 
told my companions to take it 
easy," said scientist Rolando 
Arboleda. who was on the slopes 
with two companions when the 
mountain came to life. 

“But then we looked back. We 
saw dark clouds coming our way. 
We ran and never looked back 
after that to see what was hap- 
pening,” he said. 

Reuter photographer Tim Ali- 
palo was in the danger area with a 
team of volcanologists and fled 
with scores of villagers. 


New York police: Hijacker 
was carrying a pistol with blanks 


NEW YORK (AP) — The man 
who smuggled a gun aboard a 
Lufthansa jet and forced the 
plane to land in New York in the 
first trans- Atlantic hijacking in 16 
| years was wielding a starter's 
| pistol that fired only blanks, au- 
j thorities said. 

1 No one was injured during the 
11 hour ordeal, which began over 
Austria about 40 minutes into 
Thursday’s flight- It ended when 
the Airbus 310 with 104 people 
aboard landed safely at Kennedy 
Airport and the hijacker surren- 
dered. 

Nebiu Zewolde Demeke, 20, 
an Ethiopian student living in 
Morocco, made two demands: 
That the plane be flown to New 
York and that he receive political 
asylum. Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Thomas Roche said. Initial re- 
ports that Mr. Demeke also de- 
manded the United States inter- 
vene in Bosnia were false, Mr. 
Roche said. 

Mr. Demeke was arraigned 
Friday on charges of air piracy, 
which carries 20 years to life in 
prison. 

^Flight 592 had taken off from 


Frankfurt. Germany, for Cairo. 
Egypt, and Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia, when the hijacker 
stormed into the cockpit, pointed 
a gun at the pilot and said. "If 
you do not turn West. Til shoot 
you," recalled the pilot, Gerhard 
Goedel. 

Mr. Demeke had gotten the 
gun past security at Frankfurt 
Airport by hiding it under his 
hat and placing the hat on a table 
as he passed through a metal 
detector, then picking up the hat 
as he headed for the plane, a law 
enforcement source said on con- 
dition of anonymity. 

The gun turned out to be a 
starter's pistol that fired only 
blanks, police spokesman Sgt. 
John McCluskey said. 

In the tense hours that fol- 
lowed the takeover, the hijacker 
threatened a flight attendant and 
several passengers and the cap- 
tain struck a deal with him. “I 
said that if he would give me the 
gun. I would give him my sunglas- 
ses.” Capt. Goebel said. 

The jet landed at Kennedy at 
3:50 p.m. (2050 GMT) and taxied 
to a remote area of the airport. 
Twenty minutes later, the gun- 


man gave the gun to the captain, 
who held it up to the plane's 
window to show officers outside. 
Capt. Goebel took off his sung- 
lasses and handed them to the 
hijacker. 

When he surrendered, the hi- 
jacker left behind the hat and a 
note for the pilot, said James M. 
Fox, head of the FBI's New York 
office. The note read: “Thank 
you. Here’s yours. Tsdiuss" Ger- 
man for "so long.” 

“The captain was supercool, 
the passengers were supercool," 
said passenger Feodor Govemeur 
Of Stuttgart, Germany. “I think 
we. all had the same fear.” 

The last time a hijacked plane 
crossed the Atlantic was in 
September 1976, the FAA said. 
Five Croatian nationalists forced 
a New York-to-Chicago TWA 
flight to Paris, where they surren- 
dered. 

The Lufthansa jet carried 94 
passengers, including seven 
Americans, along with Japanese, 
Egyptians, Germans and one 
Canadian, airline spokesman Jim 
Freeman said. There were 10 ; 
crew members. 


British antarctic 
explorers decide 
to end trek 

LONDON (R) - Two British 
explorers Sir RanuJpb Fiennes 
and Dr. Michael Stroud have 
decided to end their attempt to 
make the first unsupported cros- 
sing of the Antarctic from ice 
shelf to ice shelf, organisers said 
The pair, battling sickness, 
starvation and sub-zero tempera- 
tures. had already broken two 
endurance records. They made 
the first unsupported crossing of 
the antarctic continent on foot 
and the longest unsupported po- 
lar march. "They said there were 
more dead than alive when they 
radioed,” said expedition spokes- 
man David Harrison. “They are 
safe on a relatively less fearsome 
part of the Antarctic and we’ve 
been following their progress." 
he added. The men, who have 
travelled 2,170 kilometres un- 
aided. had just 560 kilometres left 
to reach Srott Base where a ship 
was waiting to take them home. 
Twin otter aircraft will lift Sir 
Ranulph. 48. and Dt. Stroud, 37. 
from the Ross Ice Shelf and will, 
take them to a base camp where 
they will be examined to deter- 
mine the effects of extreme con- 
ditions and stress. 

Student fires 3 
shots at teacher 

FORT WORTH. Texas (R) — A 
14-year-old student opened fire in 
a school classroom, taking three 
shots at a substitute teacher but 
missing each time, police said. 
Tbe teacher was slightly injured 
when she fell while trying to 
escape her assailant, who re- 
mained at large, said Lieutenant 
M.C. Slayton of the Fort Worth 
Police Department's Youth Divi- 
sion. None of & • roughly 20 
students in the classroom were 
injured in the attack. The student 
had been suspended from Wil- 
liam James Middle School 
Wednesday, and returned to the 
classroom the next day with a 
nine mm pistol, Lt. Slayton said. 

Anti-theft device 
lands russfan diners 
in the soup 

MOSCOW (R) — State canteens 
in Chuvashia in central Russia 
have found a novel way of stop- 
ping guests stealing the spoons. 
They drill holes in them. Diners 
have to plug the holes with lumps 
of bread before they can drink 
their soup, ITAR-TASS News 
Agency reported, quoting the 
local newspaper Sovetsk aya Chu- 
vashia. Unfortunately the spoons 
keep disappearing — apparently 
they are now sought after as 
souvenirs. 

Simon, Garfunkel 
together again for 
charity concert 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Paul 
Simon and Art Garfunkel. one of 
the biggest duos in pop music 
history, will re-unite for a charity 
concert next month for the first 
time in a decade. Simon’s publi- 
cist said. The concert, whidi will 
take place on March 1 at the 
3.200-capacity Dorothy Chandler 
Pavilion in Los Angeles, is in- 
tended- to raise SI million for a 
homeless children's charity that 
Simon founded in 1987. said pub- 
heist Debby Klein. The two-and- 
a-half hour show will also feature 
singer Neil Young and comedian 
Steve Martin. Tickets go on sale 
next Monday priced at $100. $300 
or $500 each. The reunion will be 
the third in 12 years for the pair 
whose hit songs like Mrs. Robin- 
son. The Sound Of Sileoce and 
Bridge Over Troubled Waters 
so!d by the millions. Simon and 
pamnkel broke up acrimonious- 
0* in 1970 but got together fora 
free concert 1 1 years later in New 
York s Central Park. In 1983 they 
joined foftes again for two con- 
certo at Los Angeles’ Dodger 
Stadium and New York’s Shea 
Stadium. 

Melodic fungus 
fairy wine will 
delight and cure 

PEKING (R) _ Alter years of 
parostatang reseairh. a Chinese 
saenost has come up with a brew 
wnidi he hopes will win over the. 
world’s connoisseurs of fine \> 
quore: Fermented fungus “fairy 
Hdong. a biologist 
from central Sichuan province, 
spent years mashing together 
combinations of edible ftiiSj m_ 

S ,g m ^ hog 

" yin 6 ,oHnd 
a"coboI --a Ve “ inta-bMWf 
Agronomists, politi- 

^ Mr. 

cEL My tte. . 

natural wine which ’boSt 
immunity to sickness. ^ *** 





